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Year Group Subject Topic 
2 History Great Fire of London 

 

 

 

The Big Picture 
For this topic, the focus will be on events beyond living memory that are significant nationally. The children will 
continue to work on developing an understanding of the past and comparing London in the past and present. 
The children will learn about the Great Fire of London, how the fire spread and how the event changed life today. 
The children will develop their historical enquiry skills and begin to ask and answer questions, as well as examine 
sources from the past. We will also use our support text to help with our learning and understanding of the topic. 

Enquiry questions 

When and where did the fire start? 
Why did the fire spread? 

How did they fight the fire? 
How did they stop the fire? 

How many people died? 
What happened after the fire? 

Key Vocabulary 
Past - gone by in time and no longer existing 
Present - existing or occurring now. 
Old - belonging to the past; former. 
New - already existing but seen, experienced, or acquired recently or now for the first time. 
Compare - estimate, measure, or note the similarity or dissimilarity between. 
Significant - sufficiently great or important to be worthy of attention; noteworthy. 
London - The capital city of England and the United Kingdom 
Timeline - a graphical representation of a period of time, on which important events are marked. 
Choronological order - arranged in or according to the order of time 
Similarities - the state or fact of being similar. 
Differences - a point or way in which people or things are dissimilar. 



 

 

 

 

 



 


