
Key Stage 1 National Curriculum
Assessments

Information and Guidance for 22/23



• ‘Old’ national curriculum levels (e.g. Level 3, 4, 5) have now been abolished, as 
set out in the government guidelines.

• From 2016, test scores will be reported as ‘scaled scores’.

• This means it is very difficult to compare the assessment of a previous year with 
the current year.

• Your child will still be taught with the highest expectations and cover all required 
elements of the curriculum, similar to previous years.

• The new curriculum is more rigorous and sets high expectations which all schools 
have had to work hard to meet since the beginning of last year.
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• Ye ar 2 as se sse d in re ading, w rit ing, grammar, spe lling, maths  
and scie nce .

• Asse sse d in two ways  – te s ts  and te ache r as se ssme nt .

• The  te s ts  a re  to inform te ache r as se ssme nt  as  in pre vious  ye ars .

• Te ache r as se ssme nt  is  re porte d to the  Loca l Authority a t  the  
e nd of June .

• Mode ra t ion may occur to e nsure  cons is te ncy of da ta .
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At the end of Year 2, children will take SATS in:

• Re ading;

• English grammar, punctua t ion and spe lling;

• Maths .

The  te s ts  a re  due  to take  place  in May of e ach ye ar.

The Tests
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At  the  e nd of Ye ar 2, childre n w ill take  te s ts  in:

• Re ading;

• English grammar, punctua t ion and spe lling 
(opt iona l);

• Maths .

The  te s ts  a re  due  to take  place  in May.
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What is meant by ‘scaled scores’?

• It  is  planne d tha t  100 w ill a lways  re pre se nt  the  ‘na t ional s tandard’.

• Each pupil’s  raw  te s t  s core  w ill the re fore  be  conve rte d into a  score  on the  sca le , 
e ithe r a t , above  or be low  100.

• The  sca le  w ill have  a  lowe r e nd point  somew he re  be low  100 and an uppe r e nd 
point  above  100.

• A child w ho achieve s  the  ‘na t ional s tandard’ (a  score  of 100) w ill be  judge d to 
have  de mons t ra te d sufficie nt  know le dge  in the  are as  as se sse d by the  te s ts .

Scaled Scores
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Te s t  score s  w ill be  re porte d as  ‘sca le d score s ’.

What  is  me ant  by ‘sca le d score s ’?

• It  is  planne d tha t  100 w ill a lways  re pre se nt  the  
‘na t iona l s tandard’.

• A child w ho achie ve s  the  ‘na t iona l s tandard’ (a  score  
of 100) w ill be  judge d to have  de mons t ra te d sufficie nt  
know le dge  in the  a re as  asse sse d by the  te s ts .
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• First and foremost, support and reassure your child that there is nothing to 
worry about and that they should always just try their best. Praise and 
encourage!

• Ensure your child has the best possible attendance at school.

• Support your child with any homework tasks.

• Reading, spelling and arithmetic (e.g. times tables) are always good to practise.

• Talk to your child about what they have learnt at school and what book(s) they 
are reading (the character, the plot, their opinion).

• Make sure your child has a good sleep and healthy breakfast every morning!

Writing and Science
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• The re  a re  no te s ts  for w rit ing and scie nce  a lthough 
the  Grammar Punctua t ion and Spe lling te s t  w ill be  
use d to inform the  w rit ing te ache r a sse ssme nt

• Writ ing asse ssme nt  w ill be  base d on the  inde pe nde nt  
w rit ing tha t  the  the  childre n comple te  ove r the  ye a r-
a  range  of ge nre s  – fict ion and non-fict ion

• Scie nce  asse ssme nt  w ill be  base d on a ll the  scie nce  
le a rning tha t  the  childre n have  done  throughout  Ke y 
Stage  1 (ye a rs  1 &2)
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Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar
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The test consists of two separate papers:
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• Paper 1: spelling (20 marks).

• Paper 2: questions (20 
marks).



Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling Paper

Sample Questions
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How to help your child with writing

• Make sure that children are practising their weekly 
spellings on Spelling Shed (all the children will have 
their own login details) and practising the common      
exception words

• Encourage children to write for a purpose at home eg:
o making lis ts  
o ke e ping a  dia ry 
o w rit ing thank you le tte rs
o Writ ing gre e t ings  ca rds  
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•Children will complete reading and maths 
tests

•The outcomes from the tests will inform 
teacher assessment

Reading and Maths
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The Reading Test consists of two separate papers:

• Pape r 1 – Conta ins  a  se le ct ion of texts  tota lling be twe e n 400 and 700 words  
w ith que s t ions  about  the  text .

• Pape r 2 – Conta ins  a  re ading bookle t  of a  se le ct ion of passage s  tota lling 800 to 
1100 words . Childre n w ill w rite  the ir answe rs  to que s t ions  about  the  passage  in a  
se para te  bookle t . 

• Each pape r is  worth 50% of the  marks  and should take  approximate ly 30 minute s  
to comple te , a lthough the  childre n are  not  be ing as se sse d a t  working a t  spe e d 
so w ill not  be  s t rict ly t ime d. 

• The  texts  w ill cove r a  range  of poe t ry, fict ion and non-fict ion.

• Que s t ions  are  de s igne d to as se ss  the  compre he ns ion and unde rs tanding of a  
child’s  re ading.

• Some  que s t ions  are  mult iple  choice  or se le cte d re sponse , othe rs  re quire
short  answe rs  and some  re quire  an exte nde d re sponse  or explanat ion.

Reading
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How to help your child with Reading

• Children should be bringing home 3 books a week, 2 
reading books and one library book. The books for reading 
practice will be matched to their stage of learning in 
school.

• Please read with your children for at least 10 minutes 
every day, if possible. If it takes them time to work out the 
words in a sentence, encourage them to re -read the 
sentence with fluency and for meaning.

• Ask them questions about their reading eg Who? Where? 
When? Why? What is your favourite part?

• Ask them to tell you what has happened in the story so far 
and predict what might happen next next 
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Children will sit two tests: Paper 1 and Paper 2:
• Pape r 1 is  for a rithme t ic, las t ing approximate ly 25 minute s  and worth 25 marks . 

It  cove rs  ca lcula t ion me thods  for a ll ope ra t ions .

• Pape r 2 cove rs  proble m solving, re asoning and mathe mat ica l flue ncy, las ts  for 
approximate ly 35 minute s  and is  worth 35 marks .

• Pupils  w ill s t ill re quire  ca lcula t ion skills  and que s t ions  w ill be  varie d including 
mult iple  choice , matching, t rue / fa lse , comple t ing a  chart  or table  or draw ing a  
shape . Some  que s t ions  w ill a lso re quire  childre n to show  or expla in the ir 
working out .

Mathematics
click to 
se e  a ll 

te xt

ne xt  
page

chapte r
me nu



Children will sit two tests: Paper 1 and Paper 2:
• Pape r 1 is  for a rithme t ic, las t ing approximate ly 25 minute s  and worth 25 marks . 

It  cove rs  ca lcula t ion me thods  for a ll ope ra t ions .

• Pape r 2 cove rs  proble m solving, re asoning and mathe mat ica l flue ncy, las ts  for 
approximate ly 35 minute s  and is  worth 35 marks .

• Pupils  w ill s t ill re quire  ca lcula t ion skills  and que s t ions  w ill be  varie d including 
mult iple  choice , matching, t rue / fa lse , comple t ing a  chart  or table  or draw ing a  
shape . Some  que s t ions  w ill a lso re quire  childre n to show  or expla in the ir 
working out .

Mathematics
click to 
se e  a ll 

te xt

ne xt  
page



Children will sit two tests: Paper 1 and Paper 2:
• Pape r 1 is  for a rithme t ic, las t ing approximate ly 25 minute s  and worth 25 marks . 

It  cove rs  ca lcula t ion me thods  for a ll ope ra t ions .

• Pape r 2 cove rs  proble m solving, re asoning and mathe mat ica l flue ncy, las ts  for 
approximate ly 35 minute s  and is  worth 35 marks .

• Pupils  w ill s t ill re quire  ca lcula t ion skills  and que s t ions  w ill be  varie d including 
mult iple  choice , matching, t rue / fa lse , comple t ing a  chart  or table  or draw ing a  
shape . Some  que s t ions  w ill a lso re quire  childre n to show  or expla in the ir 
working out .

Mathematics
click to 
se e  a ll 

te xt

ne xt  
page



Children will sit two tests: Paper 1 and Paper 2:
• Pape r 1 is  for a rithme t ic, las t ing approximate ly 25 minute s  and worth 25 marks . 

It  cove rs  ca lcula t ion me thods  for a ll ope ra t ions .

• Pape r 2 cove rs  proble m solving, re asoning and mathe mat ica l flue ncy, las ts  for 
approximate ly 35 minute s  and is  worth 35 marks .

• Pupils  w ill s t ill re quire  ca lcula t ion skills  and que s t ions  w ill be  varie d including 
mult iple  choice , matching, t rue / fa lse , comple t ing a  chart  or table  or draw ing a  
shape . Some  que s t ions  w ill a lso re quire  childre n to show  or expla in the ir 
working out .

Mathematics
click to 
se e  a ll 

te xt

Childre n w ill s it  two te s ts : Pape r 1 and Pape r 2:

• Pape r 1 is  for a rithme t ic, las t ing approximate ly 25 minute s  
and worth 25 marks . It  cove rs  ca lcula t ion me thods  for a ll 
ope ra t ions .

• Pape r 2 cove rs  proble m solving, re asoning and 
mathe mat ica l flue ncy, las ts  for approximate ly 35 minute s  
and is  worth 35 marks .  This  pape r include s  some  (5) 
me nta l maths  que s t ions .

• Main diffe re nce  from pre vious  te s ts  is  tha t  the y won’t  be  
able  to use  re source s .
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Sample Questions

Maths Paper 1: Arithmetic

next 
page

chapter
menu



Sample Questions

Maths Paper 2: Reasoning
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How to help your child with maths
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whiterosemaths.com
Number facts 
and calculation

Videos to support 
parents



• First and foremost, support and reassure your child that there is nothing to 
worry about and that they should always just try their best. Praise and 
encourage!

• Ensure your child has the best possible attendance at school.

• Support your child with any homework tasks.

• Reading, spelling and arithmetic (e.g. times tables) are always good to practise.

• Talk to your child about what they have learnt at school and what book(s) they 
are reading (the character, the plot, their opinion).

• Make sure your child has a good sleep and healthy breakfast every morning!

How to Help Your Child
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•Pra ise  and e ncourage !

•Ensure  your child has  the  be s t  poss ible  
a tte ndance  a t  school.

•Support  your child w ith any home work tasks /  
know le dge  organise rs .

•Make  sure  your child has  a  good s le e p and 
he a lthy bre akfas t  e ve ry morning!
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