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The Big Picture 

Painting is the practice of applying paint, pigment, colour or other medium to a solid surface. The medium is 
commonly applied to the base with a brush, but other implements, such as knives, sponges, and airbrushes, can 
be used.  
Museums and galleries show the paintings of professional artists, but painting is also a popular form of 
entertainment and creative expression. People of all ages creat pictures using a variety of materials. Experienced 
painters usually use a brush to apply oil paints or acrylic paints to a canvas cloth surface.  
Painters can use their art to express devotion to a religion, to tell a story, express feelings and ideas, or simply to 
present a pleasing image. Other common subjuects have been famous legends and events in history, as well as 
scenes from daily life. Artists also paint portraits, or pictures of people, alternatively they make portraits of 
themselves, which are called self-portraits. 

Enquiry Questions 

 How do you mix colours? What colours mixed together make what? 

 What are the primary colours? 

 What are the secondary colours? 

 What are the tertiary colours? 

 What are composite colours? 

 What are contrasting colours? 

Key Vocabulary 

Portrait A painting, drawing, photograph, or 
engraving of a person, especially one 
depicting only the face or head and 
shoulders. 

Pointillism A painting technique in which the 
picture is fored entirely from tiny dots 
of colour. 

Landscape Denoting a format of printed matter 
which is wider than it is high. 

Abstract An art that does not attempt to 
represent an accurate depiction of a 
visual reality but instead use shapes 
and colours etc. 

Canvas A heavy, closely woven fabric, that 
painters are painted on. 

Palette A board on which an artist mixes 
paints. 

Pop art An art movement that emerged in the 
United Kingdom and the United States 
during the mid- to late- 1950s. It 
challenges traditional fine art by 
including imagery from popular and 
mass culture, such as advertising and 
comic books. 

Key People 

Andy Warhol 1928-1987, he was an 
American artist, film director 
and producer who was a 
leading figure in the visual 
art movement known as pop 
art. 

Piet Mondrian 1872-1944, he was a Dutch 
painter who was an 
important leader in the 
development of modern 
abstract art. 

Georges Seurat 1859-1891, he was a French 
post-Impressionist artist. He 
is best known for devising 
the painting techniques 
known as chromoluminarism 
as well as pointilism. 

Wassily 
Kandinsky 

1866-1944, he was the 
pioneer of abstract art, used 
bright colours within his 
paintings. 

Keith Haring 1958-1990, he developed a 
love for drawing from an 
early age, learning basic 
cartooning skills from his 
father and the popular 
culture around him. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 An example of Pop Art 

2 An example of Pointillism 

3 An example of Abstract Art 


