
 

Knowledge Organiser 

Year Group Subject Topic 
3 Humanities Ancient Greece 

 

The Big Picture 
In this unit the children will be learning about Ancient Greece. The unit will focus on the geography of Greece 
and how the civilizations of Ancient Greece were developed. We will focus on the key areas of: Crete and how 
it was the location of an ancient seafaring civilization, Sparta, which developed as a military state and how 
Athens developed as a direct democracy, though who qualified as a citizen was limited. The children will also 
learn about the history of The Olympic Games and how they were started in honor of Zeus, the chief deity of 
the ancient Greeks. Children will then learn about the importance of the Ancient Greek Gods and how 
Alexander the Great created the largest empire in the then-known world. 

 
Enquiry Questions 

1. Why is Athens considered the place where democracy began? 
2. What was life like in Ancient Athens? 
3. What was life like in Ancient Sparta? 
4. What happened at the Battles of Marathon and Thermopylae? 
5. Which god and which goddess do you think are the most interesting? Why? 
6. What were the original Olympic Games? 
7. Who were the three great thinkers of ancient Greece? 
8. Why was Alexander known as Alexander the Great? 

Key Vocabulary 
Artisans - is a skilled manual worker who makes items 
that may be functional or strictly decorative, including 
furniture, sculpture, clothing, jewellery, household 
items and tools or even machines such as the 
handmade devices of a watchmaker. 

Democracy - a system of government by the whole 
population or all the eligible members of a state, 
typically through elected representatives. 

Chariot - a two-wheeled vehicle drawn by horses, used 
in ancient racing and warfare. 
 

Empire - an extensive group of states or countries 
ruled over by a single monarch, an oligarchy, or a 
sovereign state. 

Citizen - a legally recognized subject or national of a 
state or commonwealth, either native or naturalized. 

Foreigners - a person born in or coming from a country 
other than one's own. 

City-state - a city that with its surrounding territory 
forms an independent state. 

Lyre - a stringed instrument like a small U-shaped harp 
with strings fixed to a crossbar, used especially in 
ancient Greece. 

Military - the armed forces of a country. Phalanx - a body of troops or police officers standing 
or moving in close formation. 



 

 Philosopher - a person engaged or learned in 
philosophy, especially as an academic discipline. 
 

Weave - form (fabric or a fabric item) by interlacing 
long threads passing in one direction with others at a 
right angle to them. 

People, places and Daily life in Ancient Greece 

The Acropolis of Athens is the best known acropolis in 
Greece – an acropolis is a settlement built on high 
ground. It was built during the rules of Pericles, a 
golden age for Athens, as a monument to the city’s 
greatness. 

 

Knossos Palace is positioned in what was the capital of 
Minoan Crete. It is the site of a beautiful and 
expansive palace, which is supposed to be the same 
location as the fabled labyrinth in which the minotaur 
dwells! 

 

The Parthenon is a temple in the middle of the 
Acropolis in Athens. It was a temple to Athena, the 
goddess of wisdom, and originally had a statue to her. 
It has now stood for nearly 2,500 years, a superb 
architectural achievement! 

 

Socrates was a famous philosopher, who taught others 
to question things. This led to his downfall, as he 
questioned the Gods and was arrested for influencing 
the young. 

 

Mount Olympus is the highest mountain in Greece. It 
was believed in Ancient Greek times that when things 
needed to be decided in the mystical world, the 12 
main Gods would gather at Mount Olympus, and that 
many lived there. 

 

Plato, a philosopher, was a student of Socrates. After 
Socrates’ death, Plato founded the first university, 
called the Academy. He believed a philosopher’s job 
was to seek the truth. 

 

Aristotle was a philosopher and scientist. At the age of 
17, he travelled to Athens to attend Plato’s university. 
He began to dissect animals to learn more about their 
anatomy. 

 

Alexander the Great gained a strong and united 
Greece when he became King. He used his military 
genius to then win battle after battle, conquering 
eastern Europe and Egypt. 

 

 

Ancient Greek homes were built around a courtyard, 
which was the centre of activity. Around the courtyard 

When a child was born, a father could decide whether 
to keep or abandon the child. At age seven, the child 



 

 

 

 

              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

were the rooms of the house, including work rooms 
and bedrooms. 

 

could start school, learning maths, reading, and 
writing. 

 

The Ancient Greeks mostly ate bread dipped in wine, 
cheeses, fish, olives, and vegetables. Meat was eaten 
on rare occasions, such as festivals. Watered down 
wine was the main drink. 

 

 

The Ancient Greeks wore a tunic called a ‘chitin’ – 
worn by both men and women. These were fastened 
together at different places, and a belt was also 
normally worn at the waist. Chitins came in many sizes 
and colours. 

 


