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3 Humanities Ancient Egypt 

 

The Big Picture 

The Ancient Egyptians ruled over 5000 years ago and lasted for 3000 years. Ancient 
Egypt was home to some of the most influential inventions and discoveries in history. 

Pharaohs ruled Egyptians and one of the most famous was a boy called Tutankhamun.  

Ancient Egypt depended on the waters of the River Nile, which flows through harsh and 
arid desert. Only the land on the banks of the Nile could be cultivated to support life and 
farm on. The rest of Egypt was, and is, desert.  

The Ancient Egyptians made paper from reeds called papyrus and that is where we get 
the word ‘paper’. They wrote in pictures called hieroglyphics. The Egyptians developed 
systems for writing (including hieroglyphics) and mathematics; they used paper 
(papyrus) and wrote texts on religion, astronomy and medicine. 

The Egyptians were famous for creating magnificent buildings called Pyramids. The 
Egyptians built over 100 pyramids and some of them were almost 150 meters tall. . The 
Egyptians built magnificent buildings, temples and tombs, decorating them with 
pictures, paintings and carvings. 

Ancient Egyptians believed in several gods and mummified the bodies of wealthy and 
famous people to send them to the afterlife safely.  

The civilisation continued until the death of Cleopatra VII in 30BC when Egypt fell to the 
Roman Empire. 

 

Enquiry Question 

What were Egyptian rulers called? Who conquered the Ancient Egyptians? Who did 
Cleopatra marry? What were hieroglyphics? Who built the pyramids? What is irrigation? 
Why were Ancient Egyptians so important to our world? 

Key Vocabulary 

BC Before Christ. A way of dating years before the birth of Jesus. The bigger the number BC, the 
longer ago in history it was. 

AD Anno Domini – “in the year of our Lord”. AD is used to show dates after the birth of Jesus.  
Irrigation A system of canals or channels Egyptians dug to supply water to grow crops over a larger area 

than the water would reach naturally. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pharaoh A ruler of ancient Egypt. 

Hieroglyphics A system of writing that used pictures and symbols (hieroglyphs) instead of letters. 

Cartouche An oval shape in which the names of kings and queens were often written in hieroglyphics to 
show that they were special. 

Afterlife The place where Egyptians believed they would go after they died. 

Mummification The process of preserving the body of a person to allow them to enter the afterlife. 

Key People 

Tutankhamun He became pharaoh at the 
tender age of nine in 1337 
BC and reigned during the 
18th Dynasty. A team of 
British archaeologists 
discovered his tomb in 
1922, nearly 3000 years 
after his death. 

Cleopatra Cleopatra was the last 
pharaoh of Ancient Egypt, 
living between 69 BC and 
30 BC. 

Important Dates 

3500 BC Early settlers in the Nile valley. 

3100 BC Narmer unifies Upper and 
Lower Egypt. 

2600 BC Pyramids of Giza built. 

1400 BC Tutankhamun becomes 
Pharaoh. 

31 BC Cleopatra is defeated by a 
Roman leader Octavian. 

Key Places 

Black Land Area near the River Nile that 
flooded was known as the 
Black Land. 

Red Land The areas that were further 
away from the River Nile, were 
known as the Red Land.  

River Nile The River Nile is the longest 
river in the world. It has a 
length of about 4,132 miles.  

Egypt Egypt is a country that is 
located in the north-eastern 
corner of Africa.  

Africa Africa is the second largest 
continent, covering around 
one-fifth of the total land 
surface of the Earth. 


