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Year Group Subject Topic 
4 Mathematics Addition and Subtraction 

What does addition and subtraction consist of? 
In Year 4, pupils will learn to solve addition and 
subtraction problems involving numbers up to four digits. 
They will use a variety of different methods, including 
using objects, diagrams, and formal written methods like 
column addition and column subtraction.  
  
Pupils are expected to solve two-step word problems. 
These are problems that need two different calculations 
to be completed before you reach the answer. A two-step 
work problem might have two different operations (for 
example, addition and subtraction) or two of the same 
operation (for example, subtraction and subtraction).  
 
Pupils will need to figure out which operations they need 
for the problem. They will need to be able to choose an 
efficient method to solve the problem and to be able to 
check their answer using a different method. When pupils 
have solved a problem, they will need to use their 
mathematical reasoning to explain how they solved it and 
why they used a particular method.  

https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/at-school/education-glossary/maths-education-glossary-m-z/#twostepproblems
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