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Early Years Vision Statement 
 

Working together to create the foundations for a life-long love of learning. 
 
At Grange Primary we believe that every child is a unique individual and that it is our duty to 
ensure that each child receives that best start to their education possible.  We want the 
children to feel safe and cherished in our learning environment and we strive to ensure that 
the children see learning as an adventure that will continue throughout their lives. 
We believe that every child has limitless potential and that we need to work with all children 
to develop not only their academic skills but also their social skills and their sense of 
empathy towards others.  We want children to feel confident not only to succeed but also to 
fail and to know that failure is a step towards achieving their full potential.   
At Grange Primary we want the children to see themselves not only as an important 
individual but also as part of a wider community.  We want to develop their ability to work 
alongside others, respecting the views and opinions of their peers and to be able to resolve 
conflict peacefully. 
We value the role of parents/carers as the child’s first educators. We begin to develop a 
close working relationship with families by meeting the child in their home environment 
before they start school, getting to know each child in a setting that is familiar to them.  We 
work hard to continue to build on that relationship as the child moves up the school.  
 
Aims of the Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum 
 
 
1. To provide quality learning experiences for all the children. Learning will be through practical 
and play activities, which are structured, balanced, relevant to the child and related to the real 
world and through focused adult-led activities that challenge the children and enable them to 
reach their full potential. 
 
2. To provide a curriculum which takes account of, and responds to, the children’s 
developmental needs and allows them to make progress related to their differing abilities.  
 
3. To ensure the children have positive experiences of success at their own levels in order to 
give them confidence and motivation for learning in the future. 
 
4. To provide a curriculum which provides equal learning and development opportunities for 
all the children. 
 
5. To create a partnership with parents to support and enhance the development of the 
children. 
 
The Curriculum 
 
In the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) classes at Grange Primary we aim to provide a 
broad, balanced, differentiated curriculum which addresses the children‘s social, emotional, 
physical, intellectual, moral and cultural development within a safe, secure, stimulating 
environment. 
Our curriculum enables the child to learn and develop skills, attitudes and understanding in 
these areas of learning: 
 
The prime areas: 
 Personal, Emotional and Social Development. (PSED) 
 Communication and Language. (CL) 
 Physical development (PD) 

The specific areas: 
 Mathematics.(M) 
 Literacy. (L) 
 Understanding the World (UW) 
 Expressive Art and Design (EAD) 



 
Throughout the EYFS we plan activities to give children learning experiences and opportunities 
to work towards the Early Learning Goals and to prepare them for the National Curriculum.  
Teaching and learning will take place within the classroom and the outside areas. Within these 
areas children will participate in a variety of activities, both with an adult and independently. 
 
Learning through Play 
 
We believe that play, both indoors and outdoors, is the fundamental way in which young 
children learn. Play can be enjoyable and challenging.  Through play, children will be 
developing skills across all the Prime and Specific areas of learning, working towards 
achieving the Early Learning Goals and objectives based on the National Curriculum. 
 
In a secure environment with effective adult support, children will be able to: 

 Explore, develop and represent learning experiences that help them make sense of 
the world 

 Practise and build up concepts, ideas and skills 
 Learn how to socialise and understand the need for rules 
 Be alone, be alongside others or co-operate as they talk to rehearse their feelings 
 Take risks and make mistakes 
 Think creatively and imaginatively 
 Communicate with others as they investigate and solve problems 
 Express fears to relieve anxious experiences in controlled and safe situations 
 

Adults in the setting will support play by: 
  Planning and resourcing a stimulating environment 
  Developing children’s learning through planned play 
  Extending and supporting children’s spontaneous play 
  Extending and developing children’s language and communication skills in their play 

 
Planning and Assessment 
 
At Grange we believe that children will learn best if they are truly interested in a subject or 
theme.  We closely observe the children during independent play and note children’s specific 
interests.  We then incorporate them into our planning for the following week.  In this way we 
believe that we are creating a dynamic child-led curriculum. 
Adult focused and independent activities are planned on a weekly basis. Children have the 
opportunity to work in each of the learning areas within the classroom and outdoors. Whole 
class, group and individual activities are used to develop skills in all areas of the curriculum, 
as appropriate. 
Pupils are regularly assessed against the statements contained in the Development Matters 
document. We record our observations on Compass each week.  This provides us with a 
clear view of the children’s strengths and the gaps that there may be in their learning.  We 
are then able to use these ongoing assessments to inform future planning and to ensure that 
we meet the needs of each individual child.  Each term summative assessments are made to 
enable staff to identify children who may need additional support or areas of learning that 
need to be addressed further. 
The Early Years Foundation Stage Profile is completed at the end of the Reception year and 
will indicate whether a child has achieved the Early Learning Goals, is working towards the 
Early Learning Goals or has exceeded the Early Learning Goals.   Staff completing the profiles 
will work with other teachers both at Grange and across the Borough to ensure that their 
judgements are accurate. Harrow also carry out random moderation visits to ensure that there 
is consistency in assessment across all school in the Borough.   Parents are informed of their 
children’s levels at the end of the year.  If there are any concerns regarding a child’s progress 
during the year the Class Teacher will meet with the parents/carers to discuss ways of 
supporting the child. 
Examples of each child’s work are kept in the individual Learning Journeys.  Their Special 
Books together with their Literacy and Maths books provide evidence of their achievements 
and progress throughout the year. 



Meetings with Parents 
 
An Information Evening for parents is held in the July prior to the child starting school.  The 
children are also invited to come into school for a Stay and Play session with their parents so 
that they are familiar with their teachers and educators and also with the classroom. 
During the first two weeks of the Autumn Term, teachers and educators in the Early Years 
Foundation Stage go to visit pupils in their homes.  This ensures that the children are familiar 
with the adults prior to starting school and gives parents/carers the opportunity to discuss 
any concerns that they may have about their child starting school. 
We then hold a further meeting in September to talk to parents/carers about the routines of 
the school day and the Curriculum.   
Every week we identify three focus pupils and throughout the week we will make close 
observations and take photos of each child. These are recorded on the Evidence Me 
computer program and are then printed out and saved in each child’s Learning Journey.  At 
the end of the following week we invite the parents/carers of these children to come in and 
talk about our observations -  what their child has been doing, what they have achieved and 
what they need to work on in future.  This meeting provides both the teacher and the 
parents/carers the opportunity to discuss any issues they may have.  We closely observe 
each child once a term.  Additional meetings can be arranged if and when necessary. 
Parents are also encouraged to share any concerns they have with the teacher at the earliest 
opportunity and teachers are always ready to hold informal meetings with parents at the 
beginning or end of the school day. 
 
Equal Opportunities 
 
Aims 
At Grange Primary School we aim: 
 To ensure that no child is excluded or disadvantaged because of ethnicity, religion, 

culture, family background, disability, gender, home language, special educational 
needs or ability 

 To ensure that all the children feel secure, included and valued 
 To establish feelings of respect and trust with all children and their parents or carers 
 To treat each child as an individual and provide equality of opportunity 
 To encourage self-confidence and a positive approach to learning in all children 
 

During our initial meetings we will talk to the child and the parents about the child’s ethnic, 
religious and cultural heritage and experiences at home. Staff will use this information when 
planning and carrying out activities to ensure that familiar experiences are used as starting 
points for learning. 
When planning, setting up and altering the rooms, outdoor areas, displays and equipment, the 
staff will aim to create an environment that encourages a positive attitude to learning. This will 
include: 
 Keeping the environment free from any discriminatory practice or stereotypical images 
 Valuing the local community and environment as a source of learning opportunities 
 Using displays, resources and equipment that reflect the community in which the 

children live as well as the wider world. 
 

The curriculum will include activities to encourage children to respect their own cultural 
background and beliefs and those of other people. These will include: 
 Activities relating to a wide range of religious, ethnic and cultural festivals 
 Telling stories, listening to music and looking at pictures and videos from a range of 

cultures and religions 
 Role play activities that reflect a variety of cultures 
 Discussions with and between the children about the similarities and differences in their 

experiences and the reasons for those similarities and differences 
 
 
Signed:  B. C. Weber (EYFS Phase Leader) 4.9.1920 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


