
 

Friday 2nd October 2020 

Newsletter No. 4 

Dear Grange Community 

We have had a wonderful 4th week of learning back at school this academic year.  In the first 3 weeks we consciously  
decided to invest all our efforts into reconnecting with our children of Grange.  In these 3 weeks we have seen the Grange 
Staff establish routines and build a solid, caring, safe and productive learning environment in each classroom.  The adults 
have built brilliant strong relationships with each child and we can see the evidence of this in a wonderful warm, caring and 
productive learning atmosphere that pervades the school.  Children are beautifully behaved and demonstrate ‘the Grange 
CC way’ in the polite and respectful way that they walk in the school and the way that they are friendly and support each 
other.  

We have consciously committed to ‘doing’ less in terms of the quantity of material and content that we cover in our  
teaching so that we can have time to invest in reconnecting and addressing the needs and gaps in our children’s learning.  
However, we have also consciously committed to doing everything we do in terms of learning – WELL.  We want purposeful, 
high quality learning and we have moved into the second phase of our 2020-2021 Recovery – ‘Reignite’.  This means that we 
are now fully focussed on our Grange curriculum which we call our ‘Destiny Curriculum’. You can read more about this  
curriculum in our Curriculum statement on our website and the key is that we think deeply about ensuring that our children 
gain maximum learning potential from our teaching and provision. Alongside our curriculum, and indeed woven into it, is our 
‘CC Way’. This is the life-blood of everything we do.  We want the children to gain CONFIDENCE and to live with  
CONSIDERATION so that they care about themselves and the world and that this is expressed in making excellent  
positive choices as they move through the journey of their lives. 

For this reason, Music is a significant part of our curriculum and we are so happy to have the Harrow Music Service  
working in our school.  On Fridays the Year 6 children have dedicated violin lessons and we have worked hard to ensure 
that they have all the resources that they need.  You can read more about that elsewhere in our newsletter. 

When we test children, we do that with the sole purpose of identifying gaps and more importantly, finding ways to address 
those gaps so that children make accelerated and sustained progress.  As the Headteacher, I do not believe in losing time 
to statutory testing especially in this year when we are still in a pandemic and have lost valuable face to face learning time 
last academic year.  At Grange, we use sophisticated time-efficient testing mechanisms in school and we don’t need  
statutory tests and in fact they take away from learning time and decrease the breadth and richness of our curriculum.  
We aim to spend our time teaching and learning to the full at Grange. 

In the month of October, we are celebrating Black History month and Staff will be choosing their Black History Hero to 
be displayed around the school.  I am sharing my Black history Hero for this year with you:  

Ernest Green is my Black History Hero for Black History Month UK 2020. 

In 1957 he was one of 9 black students who faced down huge protests to attend a High School that up until then had only 
allowed white students to attend because of the racist laws that had been in force in the USA up to that point.  In 1954 
the law in America changed and schools now had to be integrated which meant that at last, black students could attend 
any High school according to the law but so many people did not want to let this happen.  They behaved in racist ways and 
tried to block black students from attending white schools.  They threatened, intimidated and physically stopped black 
students from attending white schools.  An organisation called the NAACP supported 9 brave young black students to  
attend a High School in Little Rock in the USA.  At first people physically blocked the students from attending but 3 
weeks later, on the 25th of September 1957, the President of the USA ordered the army to protect these students so 
that they could enter the school building and begin their studies.  They began their studies and faced daily abuse but one 
year later Ernest Green became the first black student to graduate from an integrated High school in the USA.  His  
graduation ceremony was attended by Martin Luther King Jr.  It was a moment of history and his courage laid the  
foundation for a better world.  At our Grange school, we stand for equity and anti-racism.  We respect and welcome  
everyone.  We care and support each one of our students and celebrate their heritages and cultures and physical  
appearance including the colour of their skin.  We proudly support Black History Month UK. 

Ernest Green’s bravery is just so inspiring and motivates me every day to make our school a place that contributes towards 
building a better future for all of us.  This is why Black History month matters to me. 

In conclusion, I want to thank all of our parents and carers for their patience and understanding and commitment to our 
community through these times of challenge since we have returned to school this academic year.  Parents and carers have 
patiently and considerately lined up and waited for their specified slot.  Parents and carers have checked the rules and 
have done their best to support the rules to keep all of us safe.  THANK YOU GRANGE PARENTS AND CARERS.  I would 
like to ask that especially at pick up time, parents and carers respect the person in front of them and do not try to go 
past the person ahead of them to the front of the queue.  Please remember to wait for your slot and within your slot, to 
wait for the person in front of you.  When your child sees you, they will raise their hand and when the Grange Staff adult 
has seen them, they will send your child to you and we ask you to then move steadily and swiftly along the one-way system 
to exit the premises.  Please don’t leave the path when you are waiting for your children.  We appreciate that when it is 
raining, people do not want to wait for long but if we all work together, it will be smooth and coordinated and we will get 
out as soon as possible. 

 

As always, thank you to the brilliant Grange Staff Team for all their work every day to give the children the very best 
high-quality education. 

Kind regards and have a great Grange weekend. 

Daniel Kerbel 
Headteacher 
Grange Primary School, Harrow 

Letters sent via email this week 
 Flu Vaccine - Reception to Year 6 

 Mental Health Awareness Day - Whole School 



               
        The Great Grange Violin Mountain! 

The violin story so far... 
 
In September 2019 all our Year 5 children began to learn to play the violin as part of a whole class violin  
programme taught by Harrow Music Service specialist violin teachers.  Each class had a 45 minute lesson once a 
week and we had approximately 30 violins that were used by each class in turn. 
 
The children were progressing really well and enjoying learning a new skill.  We were all excited for the children 
to showcase their learning and we had planned a music sharing performance for June 2020.  However, in March 
2020 we all found ourselves in the midst of a global pandemic turning all our lives upside down. 
 
During the summer term 2020, with the hope of things returning to normal (well a new normal), we began  
planning for music provision for the current academic year.  We thought that the Year 5 children should carry 
on with their violin learning and have the opportunity to share their new skills.  Even a global pandemic doesn ’t 
stop learning at Grange! 
 
But how could we keep everybody safe and allow the children to continue with their violin?  There was really 
only one way to ensure this and that was for each child to have their own violin! With the support of Harrow 
Music Service, we have managed to acquire enough violins for this to happen and last week our Year 6 children 
had their first violin lesson of this academic year using their own violins. 
 
Yomindee, Year 6 said, “I was excited and happy to play the violin again.  I also felt relieved knowing that I  
didn’t have to share an instrument and this makes me feel safe.  It’s nice to play an instrument at school  
because I can’t play one at home.  Learning the violin is also a great hobby to have!” 
 
Our next project is finding a way to store the violins safely and efficiently.... maybe we'll have to build a shed 
for them.... watch this space!!  
 
Thank you to all the Grange staff and of course the staff at Harrow Music Service for all your support in  
ensuring the children can still access this great opportunity. We cannot wait for the children to showcase their 
learning in the safest possible way sometime soon. 
                     

Violin Mountain 



Noticeboard 

parents’ evening 
 
We are in the process of planning Parent's Evening which will take place virtually in  
November 2020 (dateTBC).  This year, as we need to remain socially distanced, our  
Parents' Evening will be held via a video call using a secure system.  Parents will be able to 
log in using your child/children's name and date of birth and book a 10 minute meeting 
with your child's class teacher.  You will need to have a device with internet connection 
(or mobile data) and a front facing camera.  If you would like to use a laptop or PC for 
your video call, please make sure it has a front facing camera or webcam.  

after-school sports clubs 
 
We are planning on offering after-school sports clubs after half term.  Children will  
remain in class bubbles as they cannot mix with others in the year group.  Please complete 
the questionnaire below (if not already done so) to give us an idea of how parents are 
feeling about after-school clubs and to help us plan which classes to offer clubs to.  
 
https://docs.google.com/forms/
de/1FAIpQLSful8U5ShlHcBOeaLDrm15uDsEYqxKa4WazSGyw8k70fu62Hw/viewform?usp=sf_link 
 
 

swimming lessons 
 
Throughout the Spring term, children in Year 3 will take part in swimming lessons in line 
with the National Curriculum. The children will have a 30-minute swimming lesson every 
Tuesday. There is no cost to parents/carers for these lessons. Year 4 will then take part 
in swimming lessons for the Summer term. This is because they missed out on half a year 
of swimming due to the pandemic. More information will be sent to parents/carers before 
lessons begin.  

homework 

To reduce items coming in and out of school, homework is now being sent via email on a 
weekly basis.   
 
If you have any homework related questions, please email the year group email address 
e.g. Yr1@grange.harrow.sch.uk (if your child is in year 1), etc.  The aim will be for  
teachers to respond within 48 hours but please be aware this may not always be possible. 
If need an urgent response, please call the school office on 020 8422 5070. 
 
If you have a question that is not related to learning, you should contact the school  
office. This could be things like absence, health or medical issues. You can contact them 
either using the telephone number above or office@grange.harrow.sch.uk  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSful8U5ShlHcBOeaLDrm15uDsEYqxKa4WazSGyw8k70fu62Hw/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSful8U5ShlHcBOeaLDrm15uDsEYqxKa4WazSGyw8k70fu62Hw/viewform?usp=sf_link
mailto:office@grange.harrow.sch.uk


Communications 

We work hard to keep parents informed 
about all aspects of school life.  This is 
done in the  following ways. 

 

Weekly Parent Newsletter 

Our newsletter is produced weekly and is 
used to communicate information and 
dates.  A copy will be emailed to all  
parents/carers.  Newsletters can also be 
found on our website and in the school     
office. 

 

Sims Intouch 

By informing us of your email address and 
mobile numbers we can send you urgent 
messages and letters vis Sims Intouch. 
This is an environmentally friendly way of 
communicating, although it is reliant upon 
you  keeping  us up to date with your  
contact details. 

 

Flu Immunisation 
For Children in Reception to Year 6  

 

We would like to inform all parents and carers 
that the School Nurse team are due to immunise 
at Grange on Tuesday 20th October 2020.  This 
year the consent process is electronic.  In order 
to access the online consent form, please click on 
the following link: 
https://clchschoolimmunisations.co.uk/Forms/Flu 

You will need to enter the unique code for the 
school.  The code is CL102202 

Flu Vaccine will only be given to children whose 
parents/carers  have given online consent.   

If you decide you do not want to vaccinate your 
child against flu, please do complete the consent 
online giving the reason as this will help the NHS 
plan and improve their service. 

 

 

 

Mental Awareness Day 
‘Hello Yellow Challenge’ 

Friday 9th October  

 

 

 

To celebrate Mental Health Awareness Day, 
children at Grange will take part in the Hello 
Yellow Challenge where they have to wear  
yellow clothing. 

Please send your child into school wearing  
yellow with a donation of £1 for the charity. 

Thank you for your support. 

Grange Harvest Festival 
Celebration 

 

The Grange Community is 
celebrating Harvest Festival.  
Please help us by donating 
non-perishable items of food 
which will be distributed to a 
local foodbank to help feed  
families in our community. 

Please send any donations  
with your child or drop it  
into the Harvest trolley in 
school reception.  Thank you. 

 

                    IMPORTANT DATE 
 
Parents and carers  of children in Year 6 should be aware that applications for a place at  

Secondary School must be made online by Saturday  31st October 2020. 

https://clchschoolimmunisations.co.uk/Forms/Flu


IMPORTANT SCHOOL ADMISSIONS  
INFORMATION 

 

CHILDREN WHO ARE 

DUE TO START IN PRIMARY / SECONDARY SCHOOL IN  
SEPTEMBER 2021 

 

PRIMARY SCHOOL 

CHILDREN BORN BETWEEN 
1 SEPTEMBER 2016 AND 31 AUGUST 2017 

 

 

SECONDARY SCHOOL 

CHILDREN BORN BETWEEN 
1 SEPTEMBER 2009 AND 31 AUGUST 2010 

  

You need to apply for a reception place.  
Please apply: 

  

 Online at www.eadmissions.org.uk 

   

CLOSING DATE FOR  
APPLICATIONS IS 

FRIDAY 15 JANUARY 2021 

  

You need to apply to transfer to secondary 
school.  Please apply: 

  

 Online at www.eadmissions.org.uk 

  

CLOSING DATE FOR  
APPLICATIONS IS 

SATURDAY 31 OCTOBER 2020 

We strongly recommend that you submit your 

secondary application by Friday 23 October 2020, as 

this is the Friday before the half term holiday. 

  
  

APPLYING ONLINE IS EASY AND YOU GET AN INSTANT ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

THAT YOUR APPLICATION HAS BEEN RECEIVED.  YOU WILL ALSO RECEIVE AN 

EMAIL WITH THE OUTCOME OF YOUR APPLICATION ON OFFER DAY. 

  

For details go to www.harrow.gov.uk/schooladmissions 

  

For help and advice on how to complete your application please 
email schooladmissions@harrow.gov.uk 

  

 

http://www.eadmissions.org.uk
http://www.harrow.gov.uk/schooladmissions
http://www.harrow.gov.uk/schooladmissions
mailto:schooladmissions@harrow.gov.uk


 Super Star Sport - Weekend Tots Session's for Your Nursery and Reception 


