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Year Group Subject Topic 
5 Humanities Medieval Europe 

 

The Big Picture 

 
          After the collapse of the Roman Empire in western Europe, a period of unrest, conflict, and 
transformation took place. Many of the developments that occurred in western Europe during 
the Middle Ages are still relevant today, including laws that originated hundreds of years ago.    
 
        

                                                       
Enquiry Questions 

1  Why were castles important in the Middle Ages? 
2 What was the life of a knight like? 
3 Why does the author say that serfs lived close to the land? 
4 How was life in a medieval city different from life on a manor 
estate? 
5 What was it like to be a woman in the Middle Ages? 
6 How did William’s successful invasion of England affect the English 
language? 
7 How did the shield tax benefit King Henry II and future kings? 
8  Why did Henry II regret the words he spoke about Thomas Becket? 
9 Why do you think the author describes Eleanor as extraordinary? 
10 Why is Magna Carta so important? 
11 What is the difference between a system of government with 
representatives and one with a monarch? 
12 How did the decline of the feudal system change people’s loyalties? 
13 Why do you think the story of Joan of Arc is still remembered 
today? 
14  Why do you think having a smaller population in Europe helped 
improve working conditions for serfs, as well as weaken the feudal 



 

 Aspects of feudalism, including: life on a manor; 
castles; lords, vassals, freedmen, and serfs; code of 
chivalry, knights, squires, and pages 

 •The Norman Conquest: location of the region called 
Normandy; William the Conqueror and the Battle of 
Hastings, 1066  

• Growth of towns as centers of commerce; guilds and 
apprentices; the weakening of feudal ties  

• England in the Middle Ages  

• Henry II - Beginnings of trial by jury  
• Murder of Thomas Becket in Canterbury Cathedral 
- Eleanor of Aquitaine –  
• Significance of Magna Carta, King John, 1215 – 
Parliament and the beginnings of representative 
government  
• The Hundred Years’ War and Joan of Arc 
 

              

 

 

 

 
 
Key Vocabulary 
fortress, n. a fort; a 
place that has been 
built to be strong 
enough to provide 
protection 

tournament, n. a 
series of contests 
among more than two 
competitors 
competing for an 
overall prize 

well, n. a hole dug 
deep into the ground 
to get water 
 

jousting, n. a 
tournament in which 
two opponents on 
horseback fight with 
lances 

siege, n. a battle 
strategy in which 
enemy soldiers 
surround a building 
or place so that 
those under attack 
cannot receive 
supplies; blockade 

“Code of Chivalry,” 
(phrase) a set of rules 
of behavior for 
knights 

 
tapestry, n. a 
handwoven wall 
hanging that may 
depict people 
and/or a scene 
warfare, n. the 
activity of fighting a 
war 

troubadour, n. a 
person who writes 
and performs poetry 
set to music 

armor, n. metal outer 
covering worn to 
protect the body in 
battle 

peasant, n. a person 
of low social rank, 
usually a farmer or 
unskilled worker. 

lance, n. a long 
weapon with a 
pointed metal tip, 
used by horsemen 
when charging an 
opponent 

security, n. safety, 
freedom from danger. 

 
 
Objectives – 


