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Dear Grange Community 

We have had a wonderful week of learning despite the ongoing challenges of ensuring safety during these difficult 
times. 

Parents and Carers have been understanding, patient and respectful with the new drop-off and pick-up systems and 
they are actually working so well.   

Staff have been magnificent, patient and caring as always, to make sure the systems work and that children feel 
safe and happy and able to learn. 

Walking around the school which I do daily as Headteacher, I can see classrooms with adults and children engaged in 
the process of education.  I am particularly excited about our new focus on ‘fast maths’ which is a system designed 
to help children really master the basics of Maths and feel confident and able to make progress in Maths.  I have 
seen lots of examples of well-presented writing and our children are practising the CC way and salute me with the 
Grange CC way salute. 

The hardest part for all of us at the moment is the confusion over symptoms of coronavirus.  NHS Scotland has the 
clearest definition that I have seen so far: 

The most common symptoms are new: 

 continuous cough 

 fever/high temperature (37.8C or greater) 

 loss of, or change in, sense of smell or taste (anosmia) 

A new continuous cough is where you: 

 have a new cough that’s lasted for an hour 

 have had 3 or more episodes of coughing in 24 hours 

 are coughing more than usual 

However even these symptoms are much harder to be precise about in reality. 

Some of us are more sensitive than others and somebody sneezing next to us makes us feel really vulnerable.  The 
reality is that children will have colds and we all have had temperatures and felt unwell before Coronavirus.  What 
the world is trying to achieve is a balance between all staying at home and being totally safe from the coronavirus 
and keeping going so that economies and life and society doesn’t grind to a halt as it did in lockdown.  This is not an 
easy balance to achieve and the current strategy is to minimise risk as much as possible while continuing with life.  
We have our school open and we are vigilant. We have introduced many new rules and we are grateful to all who  
follow those rules because we want to spend our time focussing on education.  We look out for children who have 
high temperatures or who are coughing persistently.  In those cases, we will call home and ask for the children,  
including siblings to be picked up and get tested if the temperature is above 37.8 or the cough is new and persistent.  
However, in many cases the temperature might be high for example: 37.5 but not as high as 37.8 and the cough 
might be debatable as to whether it is persistent.  We are all trying our hardest to be clear but the virus itself is 
new and we are learning about it. 

We can only all look out for each other and work together to support each other and be kind and patient and  
respectful with each other so that we all get through this together.  So far at school we have had to cope with both 
staff and pupil absence but with testing and isolation, we have so far been safe and had no cases of the virus at 
school.  We continue to clean deeply, wash hands rigorously and operate changed protocols in our class bubble  
system to keep us all safe.  Our whole risk assessment is reviewed weekly. 

If you are worried or concerned please speak to us at school and we will do our best to reassure you but we are all in 
these challenging times together and we need to be positive. 

I was uplifted this week when a parent stood watching his child run to the line at the beginning of the day and he 
said to me: “he just is so happy to come to school”. 

Wishing you all a safe and happy weekend. 

Mr Kerbel 

Headteacher 
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