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Dear Grange Community 

Welcome back to school.  Although I would welcome everybody anyway in the first newsletter 
of the year, this year I feel even more grateful than ever to give a special welcome back to 
everyone in our community: Pupils; Families and Staff. 

These are truly strange times that none of us have lived through before.  The messages at time 
can seem confusing but it is clear that we face a very real, hidden threat in the form of the 
covid-19 virus and we have to take special measures to ensure safety. 

Since the 23rd of March, Grange has operated according to a detailed risk assessment and  
methodically followed up on all the relevant Government guidance and made safety at school, 
our utmost priority. 

Having said that more than ever, we have learnt that none of us are alone in this world, we are 
all connected and the way each of us behaves, affects others.  We know that each person 
needs to be striving to think about the safety of others and ensuring that they are behaving 
with consideration. 

For that reason, we have made many changes at Grange this year as we have welcomed back all 
our pupils.  I truly value the hundreds of our parents and carers who have simply worked hard 
to follow our safety rules and showed patience and understanding and indeed appreciation for 
all the dedicated Grange staff are doing for them and their safety.  The new, changed stag-
gered Drop-off and Pick-up systems have got better and better each day and parents and  
carers have been wonderful. Thank you! 

On that note, I need to start the year by acknowledging how great the Grange staff are.  They 
have been simply amazing – They have been teaching and working and planning and sorting  
education for our children right through the lockdown period and they came back from holidays 
last week with a sense of joy and focus.  It is truly refreshing to see adults working with such 
care and skill to facilitate a safe, happy, caring and productive learning environment for our 
children. 

We are minimising contact by keeping children in class bubbles with almost no contact with any 
other bubbles including at playtime and lunchtime.  Lunches are being eaten in the classroom 
and we have asked children not to bring in bags (you may get an exception email if it is your 
child’s book change day and then we will have a system to maintain that safely) to minimise 
stuff going in and out of school that might have germs on it.  We are also asking children to put 
their coats on the back of their chairs and we have shut off water fountains and instead asked 
Parents to send in labelled water bottles which are filled at our current expensive watercooler 
stations.  All homework is online and you should receive a class email over the next week to  
explain homework (it is vital that your up-to-date email is given correctly to the office).  All of 
this is to minimise risk and maximise safety and I am appreciative and really value how careful 
staff have been and how understanding and appreciative parents and carers are.  Together we 
are stronger and we will get through this together whilst learning and growing. 

The feedback from the children has been so positive.  In the words of a pupil this week: 
“School has been brilliant and fantastic …and actually very enjoyable [this year]…” 

So I wish everyone a safe and happy year full of learning.  Please do remember to not send in 
any child with covid symptoms.  We have sent out a separate email to explain this. 

Kind regards and wishing everyone so well – Be Great; Be Grange! 

Daniel Kerbel                                                                                                                                                   
Headteacher 
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