
A Midsummer Night’s Dream Plot summary 
 
Once upon a time in Athens the Duke is planning his own royal marriage to Queen of the Amazons, 
Hippolyta. 
 
A father, Egeus, brings his daughter Hermia, before the Duke. They are accompanied by the man 
Hermia loves, Lysander, and the man that her FATHER wants her to marry Demetrius. Egeus (the 
father) tells the Duke that he is angry (“Full of vexation come I”) because Hermia refuses to marry 
Demetrius, wanting instead to marry Lysander. He asks for the right to have his daughter executed 
if she refuses to obey.  The Duke, irritated by the interruption to his wedding planning, orders 
Hermia to marry the man chosen by her father, Demetrius, or to risk execution. 
 
 
Hermia and Lysander decide to run away into the forest on the way to another country where they 
may marry. Hermia tells this to her best friend, Helena… who says she will tell Demetrius, the man 
chosen to marry Hermia (but who once loved Helena – who still loves him!) “I will go tell him of 
fair Hermia’s flight: then to the wood will be tomorrow night pursue her.”, hoping he will be 
grateful for the information 
 
Some local workmen – Quince the Carpenter, Bottom the weaver, Starveling the Tailor, Flute the 
bellow-mender, Snout the tinker, Snug the Joiner (They are “the clowns who don’t know they are 
clowns!”) have decided to perform a play for the Dukes wedding. They agree to go into the forest 
to practice in secret. 
 
 
Meanwhile, in the woods a great argument is raging between Oberon, the king of the fairies and 
Titania queen of the fairies. “Ill met by moonlight, proud Titania.”  “What, jealous Oberon?” The 
queen has stolen a beautiful Indian boy-child that the king wants to have for his own…. So he can 
take him hunting and teach him ‘manly’ things. “Give me that boy!”  The queen refuses – wishing 
to keep the human boy-child for herself. “Not for thy fairy kingdom!” 
 
Oberon, the angry king, sends his servant Puck to find magical flowers to make a potion to trick his 
wife and force her into giving him the stolen child. When dropped in her sleeping eyes the magical 
potion will make her fall in love with first person she sees upon waking up. Puck flies to find the 
flower. 
 
Demetrius and Helena in the woods Oberon overhears them talking. Demetrius is telling Helena 
how much he now hates her. Oberon, the king, decides to help Helena by making Demetrius love 
her. When Puck comes back he tells him to find Demetrius and put the flower potion in HIS eyes 
too so he will love Helena. 
 
 
Titania is asleep on a woody hillock. Oberon drops the magic juice on her eyes. 
 
Puck makes a terrible mistake. He goes to find Demetrius, but instead comes across Lysander and 
accidentally uses the juice on him. “Upon thy eyes I throw All the power this charm doth owe. 
“Helena comes across Lysander and wakes him up. He immediately falls in love with her “Not 
Hermia but Helena I love!” and starts to chase her through the woods. Together they arrive where 
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Oberon is watching, and he realizes the mistake. Oberon then puts the magic juice onto 
Demetrius's eyelids, who upon waking up also falls in love with Helena. “O Helen, goddess, nymph, 
perfect, divine!” She thinks that the two men are making terrible fun of her and becomes furious 
at them. “O spite! O hell! I see you all are bent to set against me for your merriment.” 
 
 
The workmen (Quince the Carpenter, Bottom the weaver, Starveling the Tailor, Flute the bellow-
mender, Snout the tinker, Snug the Joiner) arrive in the woods and start to practice their play. 
They are terrible actors and are ruining the play. They are scared of offending the Duke and scaring 
the ladies with the story. They decide to make the play less ‘dramatic’:  the lion will need to tell the 
ladies that he’s not really a lion…. Bottom (with the main part – Pyramus) will tell the audience 
that he is not really going to die, but will only pretend to do so.  
 
Puck, watching their silly play, catches Bottom alone and turns his head into an asses’, a donkey’s! 
Snout: “O Bottom! Thou art changed! “The other actors ‘scarper’ in terror when they see his 
donkey head.   
 
Titania is still asleep. Bottom finds her. He wakes her and immediately, the Queen of the fairies 
says “What angel wakes me from my flowery bed?” and falls madly in love with the man with the 
donkey head.   
 
 
Lysander and Demetrius prepare to fight one another for Helena. Demetrius: “I say I love thee 
more than he can do” Lysander: “IF thou say so, withdraw and prove it too” Puck tricks Lysander 
and Demetrius into walking round and round the forest in circles until they collapse onto the 
ground in exhaustion. 
Hermia shows her jealousy of Helena “You juggler, you thief of love” and Helena insults her in 
return “you counterfeit, you puppet you!” He then leads them to the same place and puts them 
to sleep as well, squeezing a remedy into Lysander’s eyes “When thou wak’st thou tak’st true 
delight in the sight of the former lady’s eye.” 
 
 
King Oberon takes charge. He finds Titania and releases her from the spell making her love Bottom, 
the donkey man. He takes away the donkey head. Titania awakes, “My Oberon! What visions have 
I seen! Me thought I was emamour’d of an ass.” 
 
 
Theseus the Duke arrives with a hunting party and finds the lovers stretched out on the ground.  
The lovers explain why they are in the woods, at which point Egeus demands that he be allowed to 
execute Hermia. However, Demetrius objects and tells them that he no longer loves Hermia, but 
rather only loves Helena. Theseus decides let the lovers get married that day with him. Together 
they return to Athens. Are married. And prepare to watch the play. 
 
Bottom enters as a man, Pyramus and approaches, Snout who represents a Wall “O sweet and 
lovely wall, Show me they chink to blink through with myne eye.” 
Flute enters as Thisbe. 
Bottom calls her through the wall “O, kiss me through the hole of this vile wall.” and asks her to 
meet him at Ninny’s tomb. 



 
 
Starveling enters with a lantern representing the moon “This lantern doth the horned moon 
present.” 
Flute as Thisbe enters at Ninny’s tomb 
Snug enters as a lion and roars at Thisbe, who runs off. The Lion tears at Thisbe’s cloak and exits. 
Bottom enters and finds the bloody mantle, “What dreadful dole is here? Thy mantle good, what 
stain’d with blood.” And, thinking, Thisbe dead, stabs himself “Moon, take thy flight! Now die, die, 
die, die, die” 
Flute enters, “Asleep, my love? 
What dead, my love, 
Pyramus arise!” and realising Pyramus dead, decides to stab herself, too: “ Come blade, my breast 
imbrue: and farewell, friends, thus Thisbe ends, adieu, adieu, adieu.” 
 
Bottom and cast dance on then off 
Theseus and co go to bed 
 
 
Puck enters and tells the audience. “If we shadows have offended, think but this, and all is 
mended: 
That you have but slumber’s here while these visions did appear. And this weak but idle theme, 
No more yielding but a dream.” 


