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The Big Picture 
During this unit, children should learn about who is credited with the discovery of electricity. They will learn 
where electricity comes from and the various types of electricity. They will learn how electricty is generated 
and explore how circuits work. Children will become familiar with some basic terminology relating to electricty 
and explore how much electricity is used in their homes.  
Enquiry Question 
Where does electricity come from? 
What uses electricity? 
What are the different types of electricity? 
What things in your home are dependent upon electricity in order to work? 
What are conductors and insulators? 
Who was Thomas Edison? 

Key Vocabulary 
Circuit A path that an 

electrical current can 
flow around. 

Symbol A visual picture that 
stands for something 
else. 

Cell/Battery A device that stores 
energy as a chemical 
until it is needed. A 
cell is a single unit. A 
battery is a collection 
of cells. 

Current The flow of electrons, 
measured in amps. 

Amps How electric current is 
measured. 

Voltage The force that makes 
the electric current 
move through the 
wires. The greater the 
voltage, the more 
current will flow. 

Resistance  The difficulty that the 
electric current has 
when flowing around 
a circuit. 

Electrons Very small particles 
that travel around an 
electrical circuit. 



 

Useful links: 

BBC Bitesize – KS2 Electricity 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zj44jxs 

Introduction to Electricity – video for kids 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Uf76pThNXZc 

Electricity Quiz 
https://www.sciencekids.co.nz/quizzes/electricity.html 

 

 

 

Homework ideas: 
Task 1 Draw your own circuit at home 

Task 2 Use materials in your home to 
create your own circle eg. cut a toilet roll 
to represent a battery and a ball of tape 
for the bulb.  
Task 3 Create your own model of a wind 
turbine and place.  
Task 4 Create a booklet on the life of 
Benjamin Franklin 
Task 5 Go on a hunt around your home 
and write down all the things that require 
electricity in order to work. 
Task 6 Create a wordsearch or crossword 
about electricity.   
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