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The Big Picture 
Children read, write and recognise all metric measures for length, mass and capacity.  They may need to be reminded the 
difference between capacity (the amount an object can contain) and volume (the amount actually in an object). 
They develop their estimation skills in context and decide when it is appropriate to use different metric units of measure. 
Children will use their skills of multiplying and dividing by 10, 100 and 1,000 when converting between units of length, mass 
and capacity. Children will convert in both directions e.g. m to cm and cm to m.  Using metre sticks and other scales will 
support this step. They will need to understand the role of zero as a place holder when performing some calculations, as 
questions will involve varied numbers of decimal places. 
Children need to know that 5 miles is approximately equal to 8 km. They will use this fact to find approximate conversions 
from miles to km and from km to miles. 
They will be taught the meaning of the symbol ‘≈’ as “is approximately equal to”. 
Children need to know and use the following facts:  
• 1 foot is equal to 12 inches • 1 pound is equal to 16 ounces • 1 stone is equal to 14 pounds • 1 gallon is equal to 8 pints • 1 
inch is approximately 2.5 cm They should use these to perform related conversions, both within imperial measures and 
between imperial and metric. 
Enquiry Question 
Which units measure length? Mass? Capacity?  
When would you use km instead of m? When would you use mm instead of cm? 
How could you work out what each mark is worth on the scales? What do you think would be the most efficient method for converting 
the units of time? 
Can you think of a situation where you may need to convert between miles and kilometres? 
When do we use imperial measures instead of metric measures? 
Why are metric measures easier to convert than imperial measures? 
 

Converting Mass 

 
 

Key Vocabulary 
Mass Gram 

kilogram Capacity 
Mililitre volume 

Litre Foot 
Millimetre Inch 
Centimetre Ounce 
kilometre Pound 

stone pint 
gallon  

 

Converting Length 

 
 

 



 

Remember to log in to your Purple Mash account every day and complete your activities.  

Tutorial videos can be found on the Grange Primary YouTube channel.  

 

Miles to kilometres Time 

 
 

Converting Capacity Imperial Measures 

 

 

Metric to Imperial  

 

 

What can my child do at home? 

 Have a look through the Knowledge Organiser and study the key 
terminology, ensuring that they understand what they mean.  

 Use the useful links above, particularly if there is a unit that you find more 
difficult to grasp 

 Learn weekly times tables and number facts. These will be tested on the 
same day as spellings.  

 Login to Mathletics to revise topics taught.  

 
                             

 

 


