
 

Knowledge Organiser 

Year Group Subject Topic 
6 Humanities WW1 

The Big Picture 
 
The unit will focus on  immediate causes of WW1 and what triggered it. 
 
 
Enquiry Question 
What were the causes of WW1? 
Who was Franz Ferdinand? 
When did WW1 start and end? 
What were the Triple Alliance and Central Powers? 

 

Key Vocabulary 
The Great War The name used for World War 

One at the time 
Alliance When countries join forces or 

work together to achieve a 
certain goal 

Armistice A formal agreement of warring 
parties to stop fighting 

Front Line The area where the armies are 
engaged in fighting 

Treaty 
 

A written agreement between 
two or more countries 

Trench Long ditches dug into the 
ground where soldiers lived 

Truce An agreement between 
enemies or opponents to stop 
fighting or arguing for a 
certain time. 
 

Key People  
Archduke Franz Ferdinand  
The assassination of Franz 
Ferdinand (Archduke of 
Austria) sparked the 
outbreak of World War One. 

 
Gavrilo Princep (1894- 1918) 
a Bosnian Serb who 
assassinated Archduke Franz 
Ferdinand of Austria and his 
wife. This assassination 
precipitated Austria-
Hungary’s invasion of Serbia 
which led to the start of the 
First World War. 

 

The Alliance System 

Many countries had made alliances with each other. 
They agreed to protect each other. If one was 
attacked, the other would defend them.  

The war was fought between: 

The Triple Alliance: Germany, Austria-Hungary and 
their allies. 

The Triple Entente: Great Britain, France and Russia.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Dates 
June 1914 Assassination of Franz Ferdinand 
August 1914 Germany invades Belgium. Britain declares war on 

Germany 
August 1914 Battle of Mons 
October 1914 Battle of Ypres 
December 1914 Christmas truce 
April 1915 Gas attack on Ypres 
April 1915 Allied landings at Gallipoli 
February 1916 Britain introduces conscription 
July 1916 Battle of the Somme begins 
July 1917 The United States declares war on Germany 
March 1918 March 1918 
November 1918 Armistice 
June 1919 Treaty of Versailles signed 

The Treaty of Versailles 

World War One ended at 11am on 11 November 1918—this became known 
as Armistice Day. The leaders of the USA, Great Britain and France met in 
Versailles to decide what should happen next. The agreement was called the 
Treaty of Versailles.  

 Terms of the treaty included:  

• Germany had to accept total blame for starting the war.  
• They could not join the new League of Nations  
• Some places Germany used to own were taken from them.   
• Germany were banned from having an army of more than 100,000 

men and from having any submarines or an air force.   
• The country had to pay 132 billion gold marks to repair the damages 

of war. They became poor because of this. 

Remembrance Day 

Every year on 11 November, people in the UK 
stop for a short moment of reflection. Poppies, 
which grew on the barren fields of World War 
One, are used to remember soldiers who died.                                           

Trench Warfare 

Many battles were fought using trench warfare.  

 Long ditches were dug in the ground. Soldiers lived in the trenches and 
sometimes climbed out to attack.  

 A famous example of trench war was the Battle of the Somme which started 
in July 1916.  

 

 

WW1 Lord Kitchener poster. 

 


