
 

Knowledge Organiser 

Year Group Subject Topic 
5  Humanities – Summer 1 Exploring and Moving tp America  

The Big Picture 
In this topic, children will be learning about how young Christopher Columbus’s adventurous spirit 
began at a young age. His idea to sail West, the voyage itself and his exploration of the Americas.  
 
For this online learning, children will read  the text Exploring and Moving to America, to better gain 
understanding of Columbus’s thinking as a young boy, his goal to be a sailor and his love of exploration. 
 
The children will be learning text comprehension during this unit. 
Comprehension strategies are steps that good readers use to make sense of the text. The instruction 
helps the reader become purposeful, active, engaged & in control of their own reading comprehension. 
Pupils are able to understand what they read and when they do not. 
 
Comprehension instruction teaches students to: 

• Be aware of what they do understand 
• Identify what they do not understand 
• Use appropriate strategies to resolve problems in comprehension; such as questioning, using 

the dictionary & talk for learning. 
 
Questions can be effective because they: 

• Give students a purpose for reading 
• Focus students' attention on what they are to learn 
• Help students to think actively as they read 
• Encourage students to monitor their comprehension 
• Help students to review content and relate what they have learned to what they already know 

Skills practiced: 

• Reading awareness - make sure you know the most important information from the lesson on 
Christopher Columbus 

• Remembering details - remember what you've learned about the king and queen helped 
Columbus 

• Learning practice - use what you know to answer questions  

Additional Learning: 

To learn more, feel free to look at videos online about Christopher Columbus for Kids. These areas will 
be covered to help you study: 

• Early life of Christopher Columbus 
• His experiences in learning about sailing and the East 
• Columbus' first trip across the Atlantic Ocean 



 

                            

 

 

                             

Enquiry Questions 
The following key points will be addressed: 

• The country whose king and queen helped Columbus 
• New route to the country he wanted to discover 
• Name given to the first island Columbus found 

Key Vocabulary 
Medieval  - relating 
to the Middle Ages in 
Europe 
 

Mongol -  a native 
of the Asian nation of 
Mongolia 

Geograhical - based 
on the physical 
features of an area 
 

Nina, Pinta, Santa 
Maria - Columbus 
sailed with these 
three ships in 1492 
 
 

New World - One of 
the names used for 
the Western 
Hemisphere including 
the Americas and 
some islands 
 
 

“diplomatic mission,” 
(phrase) - a group of 
people who serve 
as representatives of 
their government in 
another country 

Voyage - a long 
journey involving 
travel by sea or in 
space 
 

Motive - the reason 
for taking a specific 
action 



  

              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
Merchant -  a 
person who buys and 
sells goods to earn 
money 

Navigator - a person 
who navigates a ship, 
aircraft, etc. 
 

  
Negotiate - to 
discuss the terms of 
an agreement 

Hull -  the sides and 
bottom of a boat 

Objectives – 

To understand why Columbus was called an adventurer & 
explorer 

To know why Columbus explored the Americas 

To understand why the Pilgrims worked hard to survive 

To be familiar with America’s declaration of independence 

 



 
 
 
 
 


