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Your task is to write a diary about your experience of living through the lockdown of schools. How 
do you feel about it and what did you do to keep yourself entertained?

Below is an extract from the diary of Anne Frank. She was a Jewish girl who lived during the 
outbreak of World War 2 and went into hiding with her family to escape persecution from the Nazis. 
They hid in a secret annex behind the office where her father used to work.

In this part of her diary, Anne describes how they were nearly caught by a workman:

October 20th 1942: “My hands still shaking, though it’s 
been two hours since we had the scare… The office staff 
stupidly forgot to warn us that the carpenter, or 
whatever he’s called, was coming to fill the 
extinguishers… After working for about fifteen minutes, 
he laid his hammer and some other tools on our bookcase 
(or so we thought!) and banged on our door. We turned 
white with fear. Had he heard something after all and 
did he now want to check out this mysterious looking 
bookcase? It seemed so, since he kept knocking, pulling, 
pushing and jerking on it. I was so scared I nearly 
fainted at the thought of this total stranger managing to 
discover our wonderful hiding place…”

Notice how the extract starts with 
the date – an important feature of 
a diary.
She describes how she felt and 
creates a tense atmosphere 
through the use of effective verbs 
and adjectives.
The highlighted sentences are 
good examples of descriptive 
language.



SUCCESS CRITERIA FOR DIARY WRITING

• I have started with Dear Diary 
• I have written a clear opening paragraph to set the scene
• I have used first person pronouns
• I have written in the past tense
• I have included my feelings, reactions and opinions
• My writing is about events that were important to me
• I have used conjunctions and phrases to indicate time
• I have included detailed description using powerful verbs and adjectives
• I have concluded with a reflection



NEED HELP?
If you need help remember there are resources available on the Year 6 English 
section. There is also an additional document for diary writing:

• Year 6 English – Week 1 Day 4 Diary Writing

• Remember there are many resources that can be found on the Year 6 English 
section.

You can also email us at Yr6@grange.harrow.sch.uk
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