
Week 2
Year 6 Day 6 – Science 
and Computing
LI: To write an informative account about fossils. 



LI: To write an informative account about fossils. 

Log on to purple mash and find set work on fossils

• What are they? 

• And how are they formed? 



Year 6 Science
LI: To understand that animals can change over time. 



Review Learning

• What is natural selection?

• What is evolution?



LI: To understand that animals can 
change over time. 
• Previously, in school we learnt about characteristics being passed down from one 

generation to the next – along with mutations occurring, meaning that offspring are not 
normally identical to their parents

• In this session we are going to investigate how sometimes these changes can be 
advantageous, and sometimes they aren’t. 

• The latter are called maladaptations. 

Have a look online and see if you can find some examples of maladaptations.

Here is one example to get you started:



The Dodo story  - example of maladaptation.
• Dodos were able to cope with the climate conditions on 

Mauritius. There, during parts of the year semiarid conditions 
predominate, and plants produce relatively little biomass that 
dodos would have used as food (such as fruits), whereas in the 
wet season there is an overabundance of food. 

• Dodos apparently adapted to this by building up fat deposits 
when food was plentiful, and adjusting their breeding cycle to 
climate conditions.

• Confronted with humans and introduced predators, this 
proved ultimately fatal: humans would believe the fat dodos 
were good to eat and would hunt them, or simply kill them for 
fun because of their funny appearance and awkward 
movements. The breeding cycle, which originally ensured that 
as little effort as possible was invested in reproduction made 
them vulnerable to the introduced pigs and monkeys, as there 
was little possibility for a dodo whose egg had been destroyed 
to re-nest before the year’s reproductive season was over.



TASK: Design your own creature for a chosen habitat, thinking 
about diet, home, transport, skin/covering, climate, 
predator/prey



Week 2
Year 6 
Day 7 – Science
LI: To explain how animals have adapted to live in the woodland habitat.



Look at pictures of different animals and habitats 
and brainstorm to answer these questions:

• What are the challenges in this 
habitat?

• How have the animals which 
live here adapted to survive? –



You now need to complete the task on Purple Mash.
Below is a picture to show you exactly where you need to 
complete the activity.



Week 2 
Year 6
Day 8: Science 
To explain how animals have adapted to live in the Ocean habitat.



Look at pictures of different animals and habitats 
and brainstorm to answer these questions:

• What are the challenges 
in this habitat?

• How have the animals 
which live here adapted 
to survive? –



You now need to complete the task on Purple Mash.
Below is a picture to show you exactly where you need to 
complete the activity.
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