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The Big Picture 

This topic brings the study of living things, habitats and growing plants and is strongly focused on 
outdoor learning and investigations. 

Enquiry Question 

1. How do you know that something is living or not?  
2. What is a habitat and a micro habitat? 
3. Are you a predator or prey? 

To do at Home! 

Children can explore in the garden have a look at different minibeasts that exist in the garden and 
talk about their habitat. Children can also create their own habitats to bring to school.  

What should I already know? 

 Which things are living, dead and things which have never been alive.  

 The names of some common plants and types of trees.  

 Some animals are suitable to be kept as pets but others are not.  

 All animals need water, air and food to survive  

 Animals can be grouped into vertebrates and invertebrates  

 Animals can be grouped into carnivores, herbivores and omnivores  

 Animals, including humans, have offspring which grow into adults.  

 Different vegetation belts and biomes around the world. 
 



 

 

What will I know by the end of the unit? 

 

 

 
 

Key Vocabulary 
 
 

 
 

Investigate 

 Observe carefully a microhabitat (forest school) and sketch 
the plants you find. Can you find any evidence of plants 
being eaten? What other living things can you see?  

 Compare two different habitats and explain what animals 
and plants can be found there.  

 Go on a minibeast hunt. What minibeasts can you find? 
Why can they survive in their habitat? Create a tally chart or 
pictogram to show your results.  

 Compare two different microhabitats. What do you notice 
about the minibeasts that live in each one? Why do you 
think that is? Discuss how the minibeasts help keep the 
microhabitat healthy.  

 Use your knowledge of biomes to describe the types of 
animals and plants that live there. Match animals and plants 
to their habitats (e.g. forest, ocean, poles, desert).  

 Answer questions such as ‘Why would a polar bear not 
survive in the desert?’  

 Create simple food chains that begin with a plant. Discuss 
what would happen if one of those living things in a food 
chain did not exist. 


