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Year Group Subject Topic 

4 Geography/History The European Middle Ages 

 

The Big Picture 

In this topic, children will learn about The European Middle Ages, also known as the Medieval Times. This topic 
covers a long period of history in Europe – from 500 AD to 1500 AD. It covers the time from the fall of the 
Roman Empire to the rise of the Ottoman Empire. The historical, political, religious and social context of the 
Empires will be discssued. We will also cover the geographical locations of the Empires and whether this 
contributed to the successes or failures of the individual Empires.  
 
We will also explore influential male and female figures in the European Middle Ages and how they shaped 
the politics of the time they were living in. Other aspects that will be explored in this topic is the culture and 
arts that the European Middle Ages provided and how this was used to preserve knowledge. Tragedies such as 
the Black Death will be examined and the roots and The Hundred Years’ War between the English and French 
ruling houses will be be discussed.  
 

Enquiry Question 

Why did King Charles earn the title of Charles the Great of Charlemagne? 
How did feudalism hold socieities together? 
Why were castles important in the Middle Ages? 

Key Vocabulary 

Rome  The capital city of the 
Western Roman 
Empire.  
 

Byzantine Empire Also known as The 
Eastern Roman 
Empire. 
 

Constantinople 
 
 
 
 
Schism  

The capital city of the 
Eastern Roman 
Empire.  
 
A split or division 
between strongly 
opposed sections or 
parties. 
 

Hagia Sophia  The famous Church 
that was constructed 
in the Eastern Roman 
Empire. It was later 
converted to a 
Mosque upon the 
conquest of the 
Ottomans.  

Hagia Sophia 

Manuscripts  



 

 

 

 

Monasteries Significant institutions 
in Medieval Europe. A 
monastery was a 
place where monks 
lived: men who had 
joined a religious 
order and separated 
themselves from 
society to devote 
themselves to vows of 
piety, poverty, and 
chastity. 

Manuscripts Handwritten books 
that have been 
illuminated 
(decorated) with gold, 
siver and brilliant 
colours.  
 

Ottoman Empire The Empire that took 
over the Byzantine 
Empire, led by the 
Turks (Muslims).  
 

Mehmet II 
 

The Sultan that led 
the Ottomans to 
victory and the 
overthrowal of the 
Byzantine Empire.  
 

Magna Carta 
 

The Charter of Rights 
agreed by King John 
of England at 
Runnymede, near 
Windsor, on 15 June 
1215. 
 

The Black Death 
 

Also known as the 
Great Plague. It was 
one of the most 
devastating 
pandemics in human 
history, resulting in 
the deaths of an 
estimated 75 to 200 
million people in 
Eurasia, peaking in 
Europe from 1347 to 
1351. 
 

Key information.  

The key events that will be taught is: the 
collapse of the Western Roman Empire, the 
strenghtening of the Eastern Roman Empire 
(Byzantine Empire), the rise of the Ottomans, 
the separation of the Church into Roman 
Catholic and Orthodox.  
 
Religion in the Middle Ages will be explored  
though the story of Benedict and the importance 
of monasteries in preserving knowledge and 
manuscripts. We will also focus on Charlemagne, 
feudalism and exploring castle life and knights in 
the Middle Ages. 
 
 

Important Dates   

1054 -   The East-West split of the Church in two 
sections: Roman Catholic and Orthodox.  
 
1215 – The Charter of Rights agreed by King John 
(Magna Carta).  
 
1347 – 1351 – The Black Plague/Death in Europe. 
 
1337 to 1453 -  A series of conflicts waged 
between the House of Plantagenet, rulers of 
England and the French House of Valois, over the 
right to rule the Kingdom of France.  
 
1453 – The Byzantine defeat at the hands of the 
Ottoman Army led by Mehmet II.  



Key People.  

The key historical figures that will be discussed 
in our topic are:  
 
 
Constantine  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mehmet II 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Benedict 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
William the 
Conqueror  
 
 
 
 
 



 

  

 

 

 
Henry II 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
King Charles 
(Charlemagne) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thomas Becket 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Eleanor of 
Aquitaine  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Joan of Arc 
 
 
 


