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The Big Picture 

In this topic, we will be covering the years leading up to the end of the European Middle Ages. We will be 
continuing from our learning on Charlemagne, the feudal pyramid system, castles and start the term with 
learning about knights, and their role in helping kings defend themselves in exchange for land. The skills used 
in these lessons will be comparison – we will be comparing this time period with life today and discuss why 
there is no need for knights in the modern age. Moreover, we will identify reasons for the fall of the knight.  
 
The rise of towns will be explored as this started to develop near the end of the medieval times. We will 
compare towns with manor life, which was something that was traditional in the Medieval time period. And 
explore the reasons for the establishment of towns. 
 
Furthermore, we will continue our learning on exploring influential male and female figures in the European 
Middle Ages, such as William the Conqueror, Elenor of Aquitaine and Joan of Arc. The roots of The Hundred 
Years’ War between the English and French ruling houses will be be discussed and the role Joan of Arc took in 
shaping the conflict. We will teach pupils to understand the methods of historical enquiry, including how 
evidence is used rigorously to make historical claims, and discern how and why contrasting arguments and 
interpretations of the past have been constructed. We will also use maps to locate the countries that were at 
war and the distance between them. 
 
We will also be learning about one of the most important documents in history, The Magna Carter, how this is 
still relevant and influential today and the impact the charter made on modern Britain. 
 
Tragedies such as the Black Death will be also examined and the impact it had on Europe.  

Enquiry Question 

How was city life different from manor life? 
Was Joan of Arc wrongfully convicted? 
What roles did the female historical figures have in shaping the European Middle Ages? Did they have as much 
impact as their male counterparts in shaping the events of their time? How did society feel about female 
leaders? 
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Key Vocabulary 

 Knight   A type of soldier during the 
Middle Ages. A man who was 
born in nobility and trained to 
fight, usually in heavy metal 
armour and riding horses. The 
first knights of the Middle 
Ages fought for Charlemagne, 
King of the Franks. 

Coat of Arms  Knights and nobles in 
the Middle Ages often had 
a coat of arms. This was a 
special symbol that 
represented their family. 
Having a special symbol 
or coat of arms is often called 
"heraldry." 

Benefices In exchange for land, knights 
agreed to fight for the king 
whenever necessary. 

Nobility 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nobility is a social class 
normally ranked immediately 
under royalty and found in 
societies that have a formal 
aristocracy. Nobility possesses 
more acknowledged 
privileges and higher social 
status than most other classes 
in society. 

Battle of Hastings 
 
 
 
 
 

The battle of Hastings, in 
which the Anglo-Saxon king 
Harold II attempted to defend 
his realm from the invasion 
forces of William, duke of 
Normandy (later known as 
William the Conqueror), took 
place on 14 October 1066. It 
was won by William and 
marked the beginning of the 
Norman conquest of 1066. 

William the 
Conqueror 
 

The first Norman King of 
England. He reigned from 
1066 until his death in 1087. 

White Tower (Tower 
of London) 

This was built by William the 
Conqueror during the early 
1080s. The White Tower was 
the castle's strongest point 
militarily, and provided 
accommodation for the king 
and his representatives, as 
well as a chapel. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Manor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Manors were controlled by 
lords, and lords had to be 
loyal to the kings. Land was 
the main way of dealing with 
wealth, so the more land you 
owned the richer you were, 
and peasants owned no land. 
One reason why manors were 
so popular is that the people 
living there had great 
protection provided by from 
the knights. Manors are often 
called a fief which is the same 
thing as a manor and it means 
the land given to you by 
someone higher than you in 
the social pyramids (feudal 
pyramid system). 

Henry II Henry II, also known as Henry 
Plantagenet, was King of 
England from 1154 to his 
death. He was the first king of 
the House of Plantagenet. 
King Louis VII of France made 
him Duke of Normandy in 
1150. 

Eleanor of Aquitaine Eleanor of Aquitaine was 
married to Henry II.  

Key information.   

Elenor of Aquitaine  was queen consort of 
France (1137–1152) and England (1154–1189) 
and duchess of Aquitaine in her own right 
(1137–1204). As a member of the Ramnulfids 
(House of Poitiers) rulers in southwestern 
France, she was one of the wealthiest and most 
powerful women in western Europe during the 
European Middle Ages. She led armies several 
times in her life and was a leader of the Second 
Crusade. 
 
Joan of Arc was a peasant girl who believed she 
was acting under divine guidance to further her 
cause. In her trial she was convicted for charges 
such as heresy, witchcraft and dressing like a 
man and was burnt at the stake. However, she 
is now deemed as a national heroine of France. 
She led the French army to victory and repulsed 
an English attempt to conquer France during the 
Hundred Years’ War.  
 
The Magna Carter established the principle that 
everyone is subject to the law, even the king, 
and guarantees the rights of individuals, the 
right to justice and the right to a fair trial. 



 

  

 

 

Key People.  

The key historical figures that will be discussed 
in our topic are:  
 
William the 
Conqueror  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Henry II 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thomas Becket 
 
 
 
Eleanor of 
Aquitaine  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Joan of Arc 
 
 
 

Important Dates  

1173 to 1174 – A rebellion against King 
Henry II of England by his three sons, 
his wife Eleanor of Aquitaine, and their 
rebel supporters. 
 
1215 – The Charter of Rights agreed by 
King John (Magna Carta).  
 
1347 – 1351 – The Black Plague/Death 
in Europe. 
 
1337 to 1453 - The Hundreds Years’ 
War, a series of conflicts waged 
between the House of Plantagenet, 
rulers of England and the French House 
of Valois, over the right to rule the 
Kingdom of France.  
 
1415 – 1453 - The Lancastrian War was 
the third and final phase of the Anglo-
French Hundred Years' War. It lasted 
from 1415, when King Henry V of 
England invaded Normandy, to 1453, 
when the English lost Bordeaux. It 
followed a long period of peace from 
the end of the Caroline War in 1389. 
The phase was named after the House 
of Lancaster, the ruling house of the 
Kingdom of England, to which Henry V 
belonged. 
 
1431 – Joan of Arc was burned at the 
stake at around nineteen years of age.  
 
 
 
 
 


