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The Big Picture 

In this topic, children will be learning about ‘The Age of Exploration’. This was an era in which European 
powers recognized that great resources and natural wealth existing in foreign lands of the world could 
be claimed. What began as a simple desire for exotic spices became a matter of national policy for powerful 
governments in Spain, Portugal, England, France, and the Netherlands.Many European explorers who set forth 
in search of riches and lands stumbled across unknown regions along the way.  
 

                     

Enquiry Questions 

1  How did the search for the Spice Islands 
change history? 
2 What developments enabled Europeans to travel farther? 
3 Why do you think Portugal is described as a seagoing pioneer? 
18 THE AGE OF EXPLORATION 
4 Why do you think Columbus kept a secret log? 
5 How did European explorers and colonists treat the indigenous 
people of the Americas? 
6 How important was it for explorers to have finally circumnavigated 
the globe? 
7 How did European exploration of the Americas lead to settlement 
and colonization? 
8 The French and the English had different approaches to 
settlement in North America. In what ways were they different? 
9 How did the death of a king affect the Spice Trade? 
10 How did the Age of Exploration lead to the development of the 
slave trade? 
 



 

  

              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Vocabulary 
Medieval  - relating 
to the Middle Ages in 
Europe 
 

Mongol -  a native 
of the Asian nation of 
Mongolia 

spice -  a plant used 
to add flavor to food 
 

Porcelain - a type 
of fine pottery 

Archipelago -  a 
chain of islands 

“diplomatic mission,” 
(phrase) - a group of 
people who serve 
as representatives of 
their government in 
another country 

rain shadow -  an 
area that gets less 
rain because it is on 
the 
protected side of a 
mountain 
 

Motive - the reason 
for taking a specific 
action 

 
Merchant -  a 
person who buys and 
sells goods to earn 
money 

Cure -  to preserve 
meat, fish, or other 
food by smoking, 
drying, or salting it 

  
Negotiate - to 
discuss the terms of 
an agreement 

Hull -  the sides and 
bottom of a boat 

Objectives – 

Describe the location of the Spice Islands. 

Explain why Europeans needed spices 

Describe the role of Prince Henry the Navigator as a leader of 
exploration 

Explain why Portugal launched missions of exploration 

Explain how Portugal established a trade empire in Africa and 
Asia. 


