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The Big Picture 

In this unit, children will write a recount in the form of a newspaper. Their recount will be based on Ernest 
Shackleton’s Trans-Antartic Expedition which they will learn about by reading the book Ice Trap by Meredith 
Hooper. 
They will learn a range of devices to adapt writing to a newspaper recount including: headings, pictures & 
captions, parenthesis and using an introduction to provide content. They will develop their grammar and 
sentence level writing by learning how to use conjunctions, relative clauses, consistent use of the correct tense 
and using punctuation for effect.  
In terms of content, they will learn how to choose the relevant information about events and for quotes to 
engage the readers interest whilst also developing their understanding of formal and informal language. 

Enquiry Questions 

What are the features of a newspaper recount? What is the difference between structural and language 
features? 
What effect do different features have on the reader? 
Why do we use conjunctions? What different types of conjunction are there? 
Why do we use relative clauses? 
When do we use formal and informal writing? 

Key Vocabulary 

Introduction The first paragraph of the article and 
contains the 5 W’s – who, what, when, 
where, why/how. 

Conclusion 
 

The summing up of the article at the 
end – explains what is happening 
now/next. 

Past Tense A tense expressing an action that took 
place in the past. 

Third 
Person 

When writing about others (not 
yourself) e.g. ‘he’, ‘she’ or ‘they’ 

Formal Used in situations that are more serious 
or involve people we don’t know. 

Informal Used in situations that are more relaxed 
and with people we know well. 

Suffix A group of letters that go at the end of a 
root word to change the meaning. 

Noun The name of a person, place or thing. 

Adjective A word that describes a noun. 

Verb A word that shows actions, motions, 
doing or states of being. 

Quotes Tell us what has been said & by who 

Key Vocabulary 

Recount the retelling or recounting of an event 
or an experience.  

Headline The main title of a news story which 
tells you what it is about 

Byline At the start of a news story – tells you 
the writer’s name 

Caption Description underneath a picture to 
say what it is 

Conjunctions a word used to connect clauses or 
sentences or to coordinate words in 
the same clause. 

Clause The building blocks of sentences – 
groups of words that contain a subject 
and a verb 

Main clause A clause that contains a subject and an 
object. Makes sense on its own. 

Subordinate 
clause 

A clause that contains a subject and a 
verb but it needs to go with a main 
clause because it doesn’t make sense 
on its own. 

Relative clause A subordinate clause starting with 
who, where, when, which, whose or 
that. It goes in the middle of a 
sentence. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Relative Clauses 

These are used to give extra information about the nouns in the main clause, without starting a 
new sentence. A relative clause starts with a relative pronoun. 

Relative pronoun Description Example 

Who/that Subject or object pronoun for 
people 

The woman, who was very rich, bought 
10 houses. 

Which/that Subject of object pronoun for 
animals or things 

According to the trainer the horse, which 
Mary was riding, was very friendly. 

Where Refers to a place Down in the woods, where we weren’t 
supposed to go, strange things 
happened. 

When Refers to a time Later that day, when I had finished my 
breakfast, I saw something out the 
window. 

Whose Possession for people, animals & 
thing 

Witnesses reported that the mother, 
whose child is missing, is beside herself 
with grief. 

 

 


