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The Big Picture 

In this topic, we will start by reviewing year 2 work on fractions, ensuring a thorough understanding of halvers, 
quarters and thirds. We will explore how fractional parts relate to a whole using part-whole models, which will 
help us understand what the functions of the numerator and the denominator are.  
 
We will then take on a new type of fractions: tenths. We will learn to recognise and find tenths in shapes, 
count up and down in tenths, and represent tenths in different ways. These include: words, shapes and 
numbers such as fractions and decimals. Alongside this, we will revisit the concept of number lines and 
explore how they can be used to represent all types of fractions.  
 
Finally, we will consolidate our new knowledge by learning how fractions and wholes can also be of amounts.  
 

Enquiry Questions 

 How do part-whole models help us to understand fractions?   

 Can a whole be more than one unit or item?  

 How many different ways can you represent a tenth?  

 Can you count up and down in tenths?  

 Can you find a familiar fraction on an number line?  

 Can you find a fraction of an amount?  

Key Vocabulary 

fraction A number that is less than a whole but more than zero. 

numerator The number on the top of the fraction. 

denominator The number on the bottom of the fraction.  

unit fraction Any fraction with 1 as the numerator. 

non-unit fraction A fraction with any number except 1 as the numerator.  

equivalent fractions Fractions with different numbers that represent the same part of a whole.  

halves Fractional parts you get when you divide a whole into 2 equal parts.  

thirds Fractional parts you get when you divide a whole into 3 equal parts.  

quarters Fractional parts you get when you divide a whole into 4 equal parts.  

fifths Fractional parts you get when you divide a whole into 5 equal parts.  

sixths Fractional parts you get when you divide a whole into 6 equal parts.  

eights Fractional parts you get when you divide a whole into 8 equal parts.  

tenths Fractional parts you get when you divide a whole into 10 equal parts.  

decimal tenths Represents the same value as a fractional tenth, but written using a decimal point and 
place value columns.  

decimal point A dot used to separate the whole part of a number from the fractional part of a 
number. 

whole A unit or amount before it is divided.  

part An amount or section which, when combined with others, makes up the whole of 
something. 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 


