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5 Humanities Reformation 

 

The Big Picture 

In this topic, the children learn about, ‘ The Reformation’ – a religious movement that divided the church. The 
main ingredients in the recipe for the Protestant Reformation include a new machine and a spiritual idea. 

Johannes Gutenberg’s machine – a printing press with movable type – signaled the beginning of what we call 
mass communication. In the 1500s, it allowed the European commoner to access information that once remained 

in the hands of only rich and powerful. The spiritual idea came from Martin Luther.He believed that the Roman 
Catholic Church had strayed from its spiritual focus to a far too worldly nature. This aroused some Europeans to 

‘’protest’’ against the Church. 
Luther’s was not a lone voice. It had been preceded, and was now accompanied by, protests from other people 

who though Catholoicism and the pope had strayed far from their spiritual goals. These protests created a 
division in Christianity that remains today. 

 

 
 

Enquiry Questions 

 What were the obvious advantages of the development of the printing press? 

 Why was Luther’s religious revolution more successful than the earlier reformer’s attempts? 

 Besides Lutheranism, what other Protestant religions developed in Europe? 

 How might scientific discovery have challenged religious beliefs? 

 What were the outcomes of the Counter- Reformation? 
 
 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Vocabulary 
 
Theology 

Easter 

Astronomer 
 

Theorize 

Calligrapher pendulum 

Thesis 
 

Pulse 

Cardinal 
 

Shrine 

indulgence 
 

Inquisition 

Penance 
 

Superstition 
 
 

Basilica 
 

Convert 

 
Confedaracy 

‘’Grassroots 
movement’’ 

Veneration Pastor 

Objectives – The Reformation 

 Gutenberg’s printing press made the Bible widely 
available. 

 The Protestant Reformation 
1. Martin Luther and the Ninety- five Theses 
2. John Calvin 

 The Counter- Reformation 

 

 Copernicus and Galileo – Conflicts between science and 
the Church. 

 Ptolmaic ( Earth – centred) vs sun -centred models of 
the universe. 



 


