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Year Group Subject Topic 

4 English  Persusive text 

The Big Picture 

The aim of a persuasive letter is to convince, or persuade, the reader that the opinion, or 

assertion, or claim, of the writer is correct or valid. ... Persuasive writing has a definite bias, or 

lack of objectivity. Its function is to change the mind of the reader or to move the reader to 

action. 

Persuasive language is used for many reasons, for example, to help to sell products or services, or 

to convince people to accept a view or idea. Politicians often use persuasive techniques to get their 

audience to agree with their views on a particular topic. Persuasive language is a very powerful tool 

for getting what you want. 

Enquiry Question 

 

What is a peruusiave text? 

Why do we write persuasive texts? 

What is the success criteria for a Persuasive text? 

 Success Criteria:  

 

1. I stated my point of view clearly in the introduction and the conclusion 

2. I backed each argument with relevant evidence and detail  

3. My argument is mainly in the present Tense 

4. I used conditionals; would, could, might, if, unless,  

5. I used connectives: 

 To structure the argument: first, finally 

 To link ideas within the argument: because, consequently, so, therefore,  

6. I used persuasive devices such as: 

 Statistics: ‘More than 50%.....’ 

 Emotive language; strong adjective 

 Rhetorical questions: ‘Are we to believe that ….’ 

Persuasive Argument 

Connective: Furthermore, However, Consequently, Therefore, So, because, firstly, 

finally 

Verbs:   Present tense, passive, conditionals (would, could, might, if, unless) 

Rhetorical questions: ‘Are we to believe that ….’ 

Emotive language:  No one can deny, some people believe. 

 This term the children will be looking at the book The Miraculous Journey of Edrward Tulane by 

Kate DiCamillo. The Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane is about a China glass rabbit who is 

treated like a human and his original owner is Abilene. In this book Edward experiences, a lot of 

different life styles, with a variety of people. As Edward is with all these different people he 

learns that every person has a different story and that nobody's life is perfect. Edward  went 

through a lot because he felt what it was like being in a different families with different problems 



for example ,he was in a family that was very wealthy and a family that was not so wealthy .But in 

the end Edward learned that to be loved you have to allow it and open your heart . 

Writing opportunities 

After deconstructing the language and structure of the text, children will have an opportunity to 

plan and produce a persuasive text of their own. 

 

They will be expected to include features and the writing will relate to a cross curricular topic in 

order to consolidate the English and topic skills they have learned. 

 

Examples of language used: 

Causal conjunctions:  

As a result of this, …. 

Therefore, …. 

This causes….. 

So…. 

 

Time adverbials: 

First… 

Next… 

 

A rhetorical question: 

Have you ever….? 

 

Emotive language: 

this is the term used when certain word choices are made to evoke an emotional response.  

Emotive language often aims to persuade the reader or listener to share the writer or speaker's 

point of view, using language to stimulate an emotional reaction. 

Technique Examples 

Flattery - complimenting your 

audience. 

A person of your intelligence deserves much 

better than this. 

Opinion - a personal viewpoint often 

presented as if fact. 

In my view, this is the best thing to have ever 

happened. 

Hyperbole - exaggerated language 

used for effect. 
It is simply out of this world – stunning! 



 

 

There will be an ongoing focus on 

presentation and spelling throughout the 

year. Using the phonic skills taught in Key 

Stage 1 will support in reading and writing 

words accurately. If you get stuck, use the 

sounds below to decode and spell tricky 

words. 

Personal pronouns - ‘I’, ‘you’ and ‘we’. 

You are the key to this entire idea succeeding 

- we will be with you all the way. I can’t thank you 

enough! 

Imperative command - instructional 

language. 

Get on board and join us! 

 

Emotive language - vocabulary to 

make the audience/reader feel a 

particular emotion. 

There are thousands of animals at the mercy of 

our selfishness and disregard for kindness. 

 

Key Vocabulary 

Introduction  

 

The action of introducing 

something.  

Paragraph  

 

a distinct section of a piece of 

writing, usually dealing with a 

single theme 

Conclusion  the end or finish of an event, 

process, or text. 

Edit  prepare writing for publication 

by correcting, 

Features  a distinctive attribute or aspect 

of something. 

Persuade To induce (someone) to do 

something through reasoning or 

argument. 


