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The Big Picture 
What is Poetry? 

Dictionary definition- a piece of writing that partakes of the nature of both speech and song, and that is usually 
rhythmical and metaphorical. Poems can have many different purposes, e.g. to amuse, to entertain, to reflect, to 
convey information, to tell a story, to share knowledge or to pass on cultural heritage.  Poetry is more than just 
words that rhyme or lines in verses. Often good poetry says something meaningful in just a few words.  
It is concentrated language. If you read a few lines of poetry, it often sticks in your mind. That's why it works well in 
places where people have to read quickly. 
Poets usually have strong feelings about the subject of their poem. They often want the people who read their 
poems to feel the emotion too. 
Remember, poetry is just like any other kind of writing; an attempt by the poet to communicate their ideas to us. 

 

 

Poetic Structures 

Free verse 

No regular rhythm or rhyme 

Shape poem 

The poem is in the shape of the main 

subject. 

Rhyme scheme 

You can work out the rhyme scheme of a 

poem by labelling the words that rhyme 

with each other. It will help you see the 

pattern of the poem. 

Rhyming couplet 

Two lines next to each other that rhyme 

Ballad 

Story poems- of ten 4 line stanzas. 

Limerick  

The first, second and fifth lines have the 

same rhythm and rhyme. The third and 

fourth lines rhyme with each other too. 

Cinquain  

Have 5 lines dedicated to one subject.  

Cinquains follow a strict pattern 

Tanka 

A thirty-one-syllable poem, traditionally 

written in a single unbroken line. 

 

 

Poetic techniques 

Alliteration 

When words placed together start with the same 

sound. “She sells sea shells on the sea shore”. 

Metaphor 

When you say something is something else but you 

know it can’t be. “She is a star!” 

Simile 

When you compare two things using ‘as’ or ‘like’. 

“As brave as a lion” 

Structure 

The way that the poem is arranged or organised. 

Emotive language 

Language used to create a particular emotion in the 

reader. 

Oxymoron  

When two words are placed together with opposite 

meanings: cruel kindness / silent scream 

Imagery  

When something is described in way that appeals to 

our senses. 

Onomatopoeia  

Words that sound like what they are. “Meow” or 

“crash”. 

Personification 

Giving human abilities and qualities to non-human 

objects. 

 

 



 

 

Influential Poets 

Michael Rosen 

Born in Harrow, North London. One of the 

best-known figures in the children’s book 

world, he is renowned for his work as a poet, 

performer, broadcaster and scriptwriter 

William Wordsworth 

An English Romantic poet. His most famous 

poem is ‘Daffodils’ 

William Shakespeare 

In his lifetime he wrote over 150 poems. 

Shakespearean sonnets are still widely 

studied today. 

Maya Angelou  

A civil rights activist and poet whose most 

famous poem is ‘Still I Rise’                                     

Tupac Shakur 

An American rapper, poet and actor. He was 

famously assassinated in his youth. 

Ted Hughes 

He is considered one of the greatest writers 

and poets of the 20th century. 

Wilfred Owen 

One of the most famous poets from WW1. He 

wrote poetry about the horrors of war. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


