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The Big Picture 

The Renaissance, beginning in the 1300s and lasting into the late 1600s, was a time of artistic and literary 
achievement born in Italy. Humanism and renewed interest in ancient Greece and ancient Rome inspired writers, 
architects, musicians, and artists to emerge from the Middle Ages into a period of “rebirth.” 
 
The expansion of lucrative trade and an emerging banking industry gave rise to a powerful and wealthy merchant 
class in Italian city-states such as Florence and Venice. These developments allowed individuals and families to 
patronize the arts as never before. The Catholic Church played a significant role as well in elevating the status of 
artists. While born in Italy, Renaissance ideas ultimately spread. In time, they transformed the culture of Western 
and Northern Europe. 

Enquiry Question 

1. What factors helped bring about the age known as the Renaissance? 
2. What were some of the changes that occurred during the Renaissance for artists and the work they 

produced?  
3. How did the success of merchants and bankers during the Renaissance benefit artists? 
4. How did the Roman Catholic Church use the many talents of Renaissance artists? 
5.  Why was Venice known as the “Jewel of the Adriatic” during the Renaissance period? 
6.  Why might Leonardo da Vinci be described as a symbol of the Renaissance?  
7.  What does the art that Michelangelo created tell us about the Roman Catholic Church at this time in 

history?  
8. Why might people have been shocked by Machiavelli’s book The Prince? 
9.  How did the ideas of the Renaissance spread to other parts of Europe? 

 

Key Vocabulary 

Chapter 1 : scholar, classical literature, oration, 
humanist, manuscript, rhetoric, commerce, 
diplomacy, devise. 
Chapter 2:  mason, apothecary, form, 
baptistery, commission, realism,  three-
dimensional, perspective  
Chapter 3:  stable, “merchant class,” patron, 
heritage, revenue, exile, cardinal  
Chapter 4 : papal, fresco, basilica, indulgence 
Chapter 5 : lagoon, furnishings, textile, galley, 
senate, chief of state, council, hereditary  
Chapter 6 résumé, “jack-of-all-trades,” 
visionary, apprentice, prior, masterpiece, 
embodiment, Renaissance man 
Chapter 7 : precision, quarry 
Chapter 8: courtier, diplomat, political science, 
cunning  
Chapter 9 : goldsmith, engraving, woodcut, 
chateau 

Key Places 
 

1. Venice 
2. Ancient Rome 
3. Ancient Greece 
4. Holland 
5. Mediterranean Sea  
6. Florence 
7. Milan 
8. Genoa 
9. Ferrara 
10. Naples 

 

     
 



 

 

 

 

Key People 

 

 Michelanegelo                         

 Johannes Gutenberg                                                                                  

 Erasmus 

 Machiavelli 

 Cervantes 

 Raphael 

 Leonardo da Vinci 

 Shakespeare 
 

 
 
  

                                      

Important Dates 

 
 1300s Beginning of Italian Renaissance 
 1400s Network of trade routes emerges within Europe and between Europe and Asia and the 

Middle East 
 1400s Venice, an important international trading city, controlled trade route between Europe, the 

Middle East, and the rest of Asia 
 1400s–1700s Florence is governed by the Medici family 
 1440s Invention in Europe of movable type by Johannes Gutenberg  
 1452–1519 The life of Leonardo da Vinci 
 1475–1564 The life of Michelangelo 
 1500 Peak of Renaissance 
 1513 The Prince written, published widely in 1532 
 1528 The Courtier published 

 
 


