
 

 

 
 

Knowledge Organiser 

Year Group Subject Topic 

6 Geography India’s Tea Trade 

 

The Big Picture 

The unit will focus on the tea trade in India and will focus on the lives of people living in a village in South India 
called Chembakoli. One of the major commodities exported from India to Britain was tea.  
 
The East India Company began commercial tea production in Assam in the 1820s. A growing industry, by 1900 
there were around 4000 tea estates in north and south India, as well as over 2000 in Ceylon (now Sri Lanka). 
The Indian tea industry has grown to own many global tea brands and has evolved into one of the most 
technologically equipped tea industries in the world. Tea production, certification, exportation, and all other 
facets of the tea trade in India is controlled by the Tea Board of India. 
 
Located in the south of India, Chembakolli can be found more specifically in The Nilgiris, Tamil Nadu. With the 
gorgeous Nilgiris Hills nearby, the region is noted for its splendid scenic beauty. This is just one of the things 
about the village that proves to be fascinating. When you dig deeper into the history and culture of this village, 
which includes a good deal of tragedy due to colonialism through the centuries, you will find that Chembakolli 
offers a wealth of culture, history, and other crucial pieces of information. 
Enquiry Question 

What are the similarities and differences between the UK and India?  
How is tea traded fairly? 

Key Vocabulary 

Colony 
 

A country or area under the full or partial political control of another country and 
occupied by settlers from that country. 

Fairtrade Trade between companies in developed countries and producers in developing 
countries in which fair prices are paid to the producers. 

Human Geography 
 

1. The branch of geography dealing with how human activity affects or is influenced 
by the earth's surface. 

Physical 
Geography 

1. The branch of geography dealing with natural features. 

Climate The weather conditions prevailing in an area in general or over a long period. 

Equator A line notionally drawn on the earth equidistant from the poles, dividing the earth 
into northern and southern hemispheres and constituting the parallel of latitude 
0°. 

Difference A point or way in which people or things are dissimilar. 

Similarities The state or fact of being similar, the same, alike. 

Economy The state of a country or region in terms of the production and consumption of 
goods and services and the supply of money. 

Conjunctions The action or an instance of two or more events or things occurring at the same 
point in time or space. 

Agriculture The science or practice of farming, including cultivation of the soil for the growing 
of crops and the rearing of animals to provide food, wool, and other products. 

Employment The state of having paid work. 

Rural In, relating to, or characteristic of the countryside rather than the town. 

Export Send (goods or services) to another country for sale. 

Trade The action of buying and selling goods and services. 

Villager A person who lives in a village. 
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Colonialism  The policy or practice of acquiring full or partial political control over another 
country, occupying it with settlers, and exploiting it economically. 

Barks  Rowing vessels with no armament. 

Armament Military weapons and equipment. 

Galleons A sailing ship in use (especially by Spain) from the 15th to the 18th centuries, 
originally as a warship, later for trade. Galleons were typically square-rigged and 
had three or more decks and masts. 

Key People 

Queen Elizabeth I Elizabeth I - the last Tudor monarch - was born at Greenwich on 7 September 1533, 
the daughter of Henry VIII and his second wife, Anne Boleyn. In 1600, ‘The Company 
of Merchants of London trading into the East Indies’ was given ‘royal approval’ by a 
charter from Queen Elizabeth I. 

Gandhi Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi, born 2 October 1869, and died on 30 January 1948, was 
an Indian lawyer, who employed nonviolent resistance to lead the successful campaign 
for India’s independence from British Rule. 

East India Company East India Company, also called English East India Company, formally (1600–
1708) Governor and Company of Merchants of London Trading into the East Indies or 
(1708–1873) United Company of Merchants of England Trading to the East Indies, English 
company formed for the exploitation of trade with East and Southeast Asia and India, 
incorporated by royal charter on December 31, 1600.  

King James I James was the son of Mary Queen of Scots and her second husband Henry Stewart, Lord 
Darnley. He was originally known as King James VI of Scotland aged 13 months only in 
July 1567. He wouldn’t be known as King James I until 1603.  During his reign the East 
India Company expanded trade bringing spices from the East, and Jamestown was 
founded in Virginia. 



 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 
East India Company Flag (1801)     Coat of Arms (1698) 

Important Dates 
1591 Charminar built, mosque located in Hyderabad, Telangana, India. 

1601 The first voyage of the East India Company. 

1603 Elizabeth I of England died. King James takes over reign of England. 

1612 Naval Battle of Swally (Suvali), took place on 29-30 November 1612 off the coast of Suvali 
(now in Gujarat, India) and was a victory for four English East India Company galleons 
over four Portuguese galleons and 16 barks. 

1800s In the 1800s English power expanded in India, as it would until the mutinies of 1857-58. 
After those very violent spasms things would change, yet Britain was still in control. And 
India was very much an outpost of the mighty British Empire. 
The British rule in India became known as "The Raj," which was derived from the Sanskrit 
term raja meaning king. The term did not have official meaning until after 1858, but it 
was in popular usage many years before that. 

1990s The 1990s was a historic decade in India. Economic growth rates increased as policies 
were liberalised though not as quickly as China.  

Key Places 

India India is a country in South Asia. It is the seventh-largest country by area, the second-most 
populous country, and the most populous democracy in the world. 

Chembakolli Chembakolli is a village in the south of India, The Nilgiris, Tamil Nadu. It is in guldar . It is 
located in the Nilgiri Hills. 

Surat Surat is a city in the Indian state of Gujarat. It used to be a large seaport and is now a 
centre for diamond cutting and polishing. It is the eighth largest city and ninth largest 
urban agglomeration in India. 

United Kingdom The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, commonly known as 
the United Kingdom (UK) or Britain, is a sovereign country located off the north-western 
coast of the European mainland. 


