
A Midsummer Night’s Dream  

Ideas and resources to support children at home: 

Reading and Books 

       

 

 

 

 

 

*All available on Amazon or The Book Depository for very reasonable prices.  

 

 

 

 

Useful Video Synopses 

BBC short song summary of the play: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Inu2A5iHROI 

Bedtime Storybook video:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jEP9jOZhRCc 

Simplified Version of the story: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iaxxnI3N43c 
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Art  

Younger kids could made a fairy wand and get up to some mischief like Puck! 

    

Check out the video and sites below for lots of great and easy inspiration: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WHACE86c3zw 

https://www.wikihow.com/Make-a-Fairy-Wand 

Older kids could create these images below that look like real magic! 

   

 

 

 

 

 

  

1. Just trace any hand lightly onto a piece of paper.  

2. Now start drawing horizontal lines across the page and let the line curve upward and create 

an arc whenever you are drawing inside the hand. (this gets easier when you get to the 

fingers!) 

3. Now colour in, in whichever colour pattern you like and magic… Your hand is coming off the 

page!! 

 

More Magic Art Ideas… 

 https://www.kidspot.com.au/things-to-do/parties/party-galleries/15-magical-fairythemed-crafts-

and-activities-that-yes-boys-will-love-too/image-gallery/1dd66bae8ee6aacbb52767a10a3bd89e 

 https://happyhooligans.ca/30-fairy-crafts-activities-kids/ 
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Places to Visit  

Stratford Upon Avon, Warwickshire, 
England 
Visit Shakespeare’s birthplace, his school house 
as well as his wife, Anne Hathaway’s Cottage – 
just a two hour drive from London 
  
 
 

 

The Globe, Southbank, London, England 
21 New Globe Walk, Bankside, London, SE1 9DT 
Closest tubes: Blackfriars and London Bridge 
 
 
 
 
 
Guided tours and exhibitions all year around 
and keep an eye on the website to attend 
storytelling events for children @ 
http://www.shakespearesglobe.com/whats-on 

 
 

See the stars in London… or more specifically, Uranus’ moons!  

Uranus’ moons are named after characters from the works of William  

Shakespeare and Alexander Pope.  

To date, 27 moons have been discovered around Uranus and those  

named adter characters from A Midsummer Night’s Dream include Titiana,  

Oberon and Puck. Parents can explore the sky further with their own little  

stars at the following locations in London: 

 

 
The Science Museum 
Exhibition Road, South Kensington, London, 
SW7 2DD 
Closest tubes: South Kensington 
From rockets to satellites, probes to landers, 
the Explore Space Gallery in The Science 
Museum showcases some out-of-this world 
objects. The museum also regularly shows 
space related IMAX movies.  
https://www.sciencemuseum.org.uk/see-and-
do/exploring-space 
 
  
 
 

 
 
 
  

The Royal Observatory 
Blackheath Avenue, Greenwich, London SE10 
8XJ 
Closest tubes: Blackheath and Greenwich 

 
There’s lots for families to do and see at 
the Royal Observatory. Enjoy a cosmic show at 
the planetarium, stand on the famously historic 
Prime Meridian of the World. Discover all there 
is to know about the big bang through exciting 
hands on galleries. 
https://www.rmg.co.uk/royal-observatory 
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Puck was a naughty little elf and turned Nick Bottom’s head into that of a 
donkey so… Go and see one in real life! 
 

 
 

Hackney City Farm  
Hackney City Farm 
1a Goldsmiths Row 
London E2 8QA 
Closest tubes: Bethnal Green and Hoxton 
Visit Larry the donkey, the farm’s leading star who’s 
featured on the BBC, ITV and Google! 
http://hackneycityfarm.co.uk/about/animals/donkey 
 
 
  
 

 
 
  

Mudchute East London Countryside 
A 32 acre site with great views of London 
and of course… donkeys! 
Located in the middle of the Isle of Dogs, 
only a 10 minute walk from the 
Crossharbour DLR station.  
https://www.mudchute.org/plan-your-
visit 
 
 
 

 

And of course… Check out local showings of A Midsummer Night’s Dream!  

 
Where and when?  
Regent's Park Open Air Theatre 
28 June  - 27 July 2019 
http://openairtheatre.com/production/a-
midsummer-nights-dream-2012 
 

  

Where and when? 
Globe Theatre 

28 June – 13 October 2019 
https://www.shakespearesglobe.com/whats-
on-2018/a-midsummer-nights-dream 
 

 
 

Where and when?  
Silk Street Theatre 
25 Feb – 4 March 2019 
https://www.barbican.org.uk/whats-
on/2019/event/brittens-a-midsummer-nights-
dream-presented-by-guildhall  

Where and when? 
The Bridge Theatre 

3rd June – 31st August 2019 
www.bridgetheatre.co.uk 
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SCIENCE 
According to Oberon in A Midsummer Night's Dream, the secret to a highly potent love potion lies in 

the purple, yellow and white wild flower, "love-in-idleness". "The juice of it on sleeping eyelids 

laid/will make man or woman madly dote/upon the next live creature that it sees," the fairy king 

tells Puck… So what magic potions can you concoct at home? 

Potions Fun!  

Ingredients:  

 bottles/ jars/ vases in various sizes and shapes (the more scientific looking the better!) 

 pipettes 

 large mixing bowls 

 vinegar 

 bicarbonate of soda  

 washing up liquid  

 glitter 

 petals/ grass/ chopped herbs 

 spoons or sticks for stirring          
 
Directions: 

1. Before you begin adding any of the other ingredients, simply filled each one of the jars / 
bottles / vases with brightly coloured warm or cold water, as well as glitter, and set them 
out on display where they looked quite magical!  

2. Experiment adding the other ingredients. (use different amounts of each and discuss with 
the children if they know how they could make a reaction. If chn are unsure, encourage 
adding the vinegar with the baking soda and explore how acids react to bases.) 

3. Can the children name some of the potions that they have made? What are they for? LOVE? 
TRUTH?... REVENGE!? 

 
 

Can you use your wand to magically Blow Up a Balloon!? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

 

*PDF IN EMAIL 



Cooking  

Fairy Cakes! 
 

Ingredients: 

 110g/4oz butter or margarine, softened at room 
temperature 

 110g/4oz caster sugar 

 2 free-range eggs, lightly beaten 

 1 tsp vanilla extract 

 110g/4oz self-raising flour 

 1-2 tbsp milk 

 
For the icing: 

 300g/10½oz icing sugar 

 2-3 tbsp water 

 2-3 drops food colouring 

 hundreds and thousands, or other cake 
decorations 
 

Method: 

1. Preheat the oven to 180C/350F/Gas 4 and line 2 
x 12-hole fairy cake tins with paper cases. 

2. Cream the butter and sugar together in a bowl 
until pale. Beat in the eggs, a little at a time, and 
stir in the vanilla extract. 

3. Fold in the flour using a large metal spoon. Add 
a little milk until the mixture is a soft dropping 
consistency and spoon the mixture into the 
paper cases until they are half full. 

4. Bake in the oven for 8-10 minutes, or until 
golden-brown on top and a skewer inserted into 
one of the cakes comes out clean. Set aside to 
cool for 10 minutes, then remove from the tin 
and cool on a wire rack. 

5. For the icing, sift the icing sugar into a large 
mixing bowl and stir in enough water to create 
a smooth mixture. Stir in the food colouring. 

6. To ice the fairy cakes, drizzle the icing over the 
cakes, sprinkle with decorations and set aside 
until the icing hardens. 

 

Baklava!  
 
Ingredients:  

 500g chopped mixed nuts 

 1 teaspoon ground cinnamon 

 1 packet filo pastry 

 250g butter, melted 

 225g caster sugar 

 250ml water 

 125ml honey 

 1 teaspoon grated lemon zest 

  
Method: 

1. Preheat the oven to 180 C / Gas mark 4. Butter 
a 23x33cm (9x13 in) baking dish. 

2. Toss together cinnamon and nuts. Unroll filo 
and cut whole stack in half to fit the dish. Cover 
filo with a damp cloth while assembling the 
baklava, to keep it from drying out. 

3. Place two sheets of filo in the bottom of the 
prepared dish. Brush generously with butter. 
Sprinkle 2 to 3 tablespoons of the nut mixture 
on top. Repeat layers until all ingredients are 
used, ending with about 6 sheets of filo. Using a 
sharp knife, cut baklava (all the way through to 
the bottom of the dish) into four long rows, 
then (nine times) diagonally to make 36 
diamond shapes. 

4. Bake in the preheated oven for 50 minutes, 
until golden and crisp. 

5. While baklava is baking, combine sugar and 
water in a small saucepan over medium heat 
and bring to the boil. Stir in honey and lemon 
zest, reduce heat and simmer 20 minutes. 

6. Remove the baklava from the oven and 
immediately spoon the syrup over it. Let cool 
completely before serving. Store uncovered. 
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Homework Project 

Edit the homework sheet to make it suit your class’ needs and abilities.  

Each activity has a value with points for each activity. Potentially, the teacher could give a prize for 
the top three entries and maybe the child who gets the most points. Document is a word file.  
 

 

 

Another HOT project… 

 

 

 

 

*POWERPOINT AND WORD DOCUMENT IN EMAIL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Getting parents even more involved in A Midsummer Night’s Dream 

Invite them to practices 
Parents would love coming in to see 
what their children are getting up to in 
rehearsals and practices – they might 
even have some suggestions!  

 
 

Costume Design 
Ask them to make part of the costumes with their 
children when you have decided on what they’re going 
to wear. Pinterest has amazing, affordable and easy 
ideas to inspire both you and the parents too.  
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/336644140873945049/ 

 
 

 

Dream Diaries 
Can parents or carers keep dream diaries with 
their children? Do their dreams ever 
intertwine!? And what could your dreams 
mean? Great conversation for over breakfast! 
https://www.kidzworld.com/article/4289-the-
meaning-of-dreams 

 
 

Love! 
Love is certainly in the air in A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream. This can be a sensitive (yet very 
sweet!) subject in schools, however, you do 
know your class best so just make sure it would 
be suitable! Could you encourage your children 
to find out more about their parents / 
grandparents / aunt’s and uncle’s stories of 
when they fell in love / what they love about 
each other? 
Or… could the children create a project inspired 
by all of the things that they love about their 
family or themselves… really lovely for self-
esteem!  
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Shakesbear  
Send home a Shakesbear with the children each 
few days / each week so that the children can take 
pictures of themselves carrying out any of the 
activities mentioned already with their Shakesbear. 
They could also practice their lines with the 
Shakesbear.  
Bear available online from the following link @ 
only £13.50 
http://shop.shakespeare.org.uk/product/1376/Art-
%26-Souvenirs/Shakesbear-Soft-Teddy-Bear/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Questionnaire  
When the project is complete, it is always 
great to receive feedback from the parents 
so you could send home a questionnaire to 
see what they thought. 
Questions could include: 
How did you enjoy the show? 
Do you feel your child has benefited from it? 
What was your favourite part of the project? 
Do you have any suggestions for next year? 
Any other comments? 
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