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Knowledge Organiser 

Year Group Subject Topic 

3 Geography 
European Geography – Italy 

 

 

The Big Picture 

Italy is a country in Southern Europe. It is known for its rich history, famous cities, beautiful coastlines, mountains, 
lakes and volcanoes. In this unit, pupils will locate Italy on a map of Europe, compare it with the United Kingdom 
and explore its physical and human geography. They will learn about Italy's climate, major cities, mountains, lakes 
and volcanoes before creating a travel leaflet to showcase their learning. 

Enquiry Question 

Where is Italy located?  

How is Italy similar to and different from the United Kingdom?  

What is the climate like in Italy?  

What mountains and lakes can be found in Italy?  

Why are volcanoes important in Italy?  

What makes Italy a popular place to visit? 

Key Vocabulary 
Population - The number of people living in a place. 
Mountain Range - A group of connected mountains. 
Alps - Mountain range in northern Italy. 
Apennines - Mountain range running through Italy. 
Lake - A large area of water surrounded by land. 

Coastline - Where the land meets the sea. 
Island - Land completely surrounded by water. 
Capital City - The most important city in a country. 

Volcano - An opening in the Earth's crust. 
Eruption - When a volcano releases lava, ash and gas. 
Fertile - Good for growing crops. 
Equator - An imaginary line around the middle of the Earth. 

Europe- A continent in the Northern Hemisphere. 
Mediterranean Sea - The sea surrounding Southern Europe. 
Climate - The usual weather conditions over a long period of 
time. 
 

 

What I Need to Remember 

  Italy is in Southern Europe. 

  Italy is surrounded by the Mediterranean Sea. 

  Italy is shaped like a boot. 

  Rome is the capital city. 

  Italy has a Mediterranean climate. 

  The Alps and Apennines are Italy's major mountain 

ranges. 

  Lake Garda is Italy's largest lake. 

  Italy has three active volcanoes: Mount Etna, 

Mount Vesuvius and Mount Stromboli. 

  Volcanoes help create fertile soil for farming. 

 

 

 

Sticky Knowledge 

🇮🇹 Italy is a country in Southern Europe. 

    Italy is shaped like a boot. 

    Rome is the capital city. 

   Italy has a Mediterranean climate. 

      The Alps and Apennines are Italy's mountain 

ranges. 

        Italy has three active volcanoes. 

        Lake Garda is Italy's largest lake. 

   Volcanic soil helps crops grow.  
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Core Knowledge 

  

 
 


